
 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Course Description and Outcomes 
This course focuses on the content, context, and theological emphases of a selection of New Testament 
writings. In addition to Acts and Revelation, Romans, 1 Corinthians, Hebrews, James, and I John will 
receive special attention. Students will learn interpretive methods and articulate a theology of Scripture. 

Students will be able to: 
1. Distinguish genres of biblical literature and understand the major theological themes in these 

writings. 
2. Faithfully exegete these forms of biblical literature. 
3. Apply exegesis to preaching, other pastoral responsibilities, and issues of the present day. 
4. Articulate the unity and authority of Scripture as a whole. 

 
 
Required Textbooks 

• Harrelson, Walter J., ed. The New Interpreter’s Study Bible: New Revised Standard Version with the 
Apocrypha. Nashville: Abingdon, 2003. ISBN: 9780687278329 

• Bassler, Jouette M. Navigating Paul: An Introduction to Key Theological Concepts. Louisville, KY: 
Westminster John Knox, 2006. ISBN: 9780664227418 

• Carter, Warren, and Amy-Jill Levine. The New Testament: Methods and Meanings. Nashville, TN: 
Abingdon, 2013. ISBN: 9781426741906 

• Readings to be accessed via Canvas (for free):  
• Selections from James H. Cone. God of the Oppressed. Rev. ed. Maryknoll, NY: Orbis, 1975.  
• Schneiders, Sandra M. “Femeninst Hermeneutics.” Pages 349–69 in Hearing the New 
 Testament: Stratgies for Interpretation. Edited by Joel B. Green. First edition. Grand  Rapids: 
 Eerdmans, 1995.  
• Selections from: González, Justo L. Santa Biblia: The Bible Through Hispanic Eyes. Nashville: 

Abingdon, 1996. 
 
 
Recommended Textbooks (these are great if you want to dig deeper into a specific topic) 

• Bauckham, Richard. The Theology of the Book of Revelation. Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press, 1993. ISBN: 9780521356916 

• Blount, Brian K., Caine Hope Felder, Clarice J. Martin, and Emerson B. Powery, eds. True to Our 
Native Land: An African American New Testament Commentary. Minneapolis: Fortress, 2007. ISBN: 
9780800634216 

• Furnish, Victor Paul. The Moral Teaching of Paul: Selected Issues. Third edition. Nashville, TN: 
Abingdon, 2009. ISBN: 9780687332939 
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• Gorman, Michael J. Elements of Biblical Exegesis: A Basic Guide for Students and Ministers.  
Rev. and expanded ed. Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2008. ISBN: 9781565634855 

• Green, Joel B. Seized by Truth: Reading the Bible as Scripture. Nashville: Abingdon, 2007. ISBN: 
9780687023554 

• Junior, Nyasha. An Introduction to Womanist Biblical Interpretation. Louisville: Westminster John 
Knox, 2015. ISBN: 9780664259877 

• Powell, Mark Allan. Introducing the New Testament: A Historical, Literary, and Theological Survey. 
Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2009. ISBN: 9780801028687 

• Smith, Mitzi J, ed. I Found God in Me: A Womanist Biblical Hermeneutics Reader. Eugene, OR, 2015. 
ISBN: 978-1625647450 

• Tamez, Elsa. Bible of the Oppressed. Eugene, OR: Wipf and Stock, 1982. ISBN: 978-1597525558 
• Whitaker, Richard E. and John R. Kohlenberger, eds. The Analytical Concordance to the New Revised 

Standard Version of the New Testament. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2000. ISBN: 9780802838384 
• A functional digital concordance of the NRSV translation of the bible can be utilized at 

http://bible.oremus.org. Unlike the Whitaker/Kohlenberger Concordance, however, this resource 
does not identify the various Greek words that may be listed under a single English word. 

 
 
 
A Note about the Hybrid Format  
This course is offered in a hybrid format. That means that 14 of the 20 contact hours for class will be in 
person, and the remaining 6 contact hours will be online. There are three major phases to the class: pre-
class, in-class, and post-class. 

 

• The PRE-CLASS PHASE is meant to set the foundation for our time together in person. In 
advance of class, students will view the online video lectures, complete short writing responses, 
and read selections from required textbooks when applicable.  

• The IN-CLASS PHASE will be devoted to digging into the subject through lecture and 
discussion.  

• The POST-CLASS PHASE will consist of a take-home final exam  
 
 
If you have any technical issues while working in Canvas (for example: can’t get an assignment 
to upload, can’t view a video, can’t figure out a discussion board post, etc.), please call: 
 

Canvas Support Hotline for Students 
(844) 765-2516 

 
 
Plagiarism Defined  
“You plagiarize when, intentionally or not, you use someone else’s words or ideas but fail to credit that 
person, leading your readers to think that those words are yours. In all fields, you plagiarize when you 
use a source’s words or ideas without citing that source. In most fields, you plagiarize even when you do 
credit the source but use its exact words without using quotation marks or block indentation” (201-202). 
Booth, Wayne C. Booth, Gregory G. Colomb, and Joseph M. Williams. The Craft of Research, Second 
Edition. Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Press, 2003. 
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How Your Final Course Grade Is Determined 
15% Class attendance and participation, reading of the New Testament and secondary texts 
30% Pre-Class Assignments 
30% Post-Class Assignment: Exegetical Analysis 
25% Post-Class Assignment: Final Exam 
 
 
 
COS Grading Scale 

A+  97-100  B+  87-89 C+  77-79 D+  67-69 
A    93-96  B    83-86 C    73-76 D    65-66 
A-   90-92  B-   80-82 C-   70-72 F     0-64 

 
 
 
Grade Deduction Policy 
Pre-class assignments must be received no later than 11:59p.m. EST on October 8, 2018. 
Pre-class assignments received after the deadline will be subject to the late penalty schedule below: 

• Pre-class work received between October 9-15 will receive a one-letter grade deduction. 
• Pre-class work received between October 16-19 will receive a two-letter grade deduction. 
• Students who have not turned in pre-class work by midnight on October 19 will be dropped from 

the class. 
 
 
 
Guidelines for Written Assignments 

• All papers should be typed, double-spaced, and on 8.5”x11” paper. 
• The font should be Times New Roman, 12 point. 
• Margins should be 1” on all sides. 
• All papers must include a page number and the student’s last name in the header or footer. 
• All papers must be properly cited. You can see how to properly cite your quotes in the “Files” 

section of your Canvas site. 
 
 
 
(Some) Course Notifications, Expectations, & Ground Rules 
This course explores the ways in which we are “products of our environments” and how our experiences 
shape our interpretations of the New Testament. To understand this more clearly, we must examine the 
“environements” that produced us and reflect personally on how our diverse experiences shape our 
interpretations. Thus, we will discuss matters like gender, race, ethnicitiy, sexuality, socio-economic 
status, and more. For these conversations, I am committed to making the classroom a safe environment 
for honest, vulnerable, and critical discussion, in which disagreement (including disagreement with the 
professor!) is acceptable. All participants are to engage one another empathetically and respectfully. It is 
important that some voices do not dominate conversations at the expense of others, and, especially, that 
historically-marginalized voices find free expression in our class. Comments that are sexist, racist, or 
otherwise inappropriately discrimatory or personal will not be tolerated.  
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Pre-Class Assignments  
Before you begin your pre-class work, please take a minute to view “Video – Introduction to the Class 
and Your Teacher” and introduce yourself to everyone in the Discussion Board titled “Introductions.” 
 
 
PRE-CLASS ASSIGNMENT #1: Exegetical Briefs (7 pages single-spaced; one page per biblical book) 
Submit this assignment in the “Assignments” section of our Canvas site no later than 11:59pm on October 8.  
 
STEP 1 – Watch “Video – Pre-Class Assignment #1 – Exegetical Briefs” 
 
STEP 2 – Write one [1] exegetical brief for each of the focus texts: Acts, Romans, 1 Corinthians, Hebrews, 
James, 1 John, and Revelation. 
 

o Exegetical briefs result from a student’s own careful reading of a NT composition, leading to the 
student’s informed, supported, and creative “take” on the composition.  

o Briefs should give an account of the composition as a whole while highlighting its distinctive 
features, perspectives, or theological vision.  

o Since students develop theese briefs based on their own readings of each composition, secondary 
resources should not be consulted for this assignment, apart from the introduction and notes in 
the New Interpreters Study Bible.  

o Moreover, a brief involves analysis of the text itself and should not be overly concerned with 
historical-critical issues (i.e. authorship, date, etc.).  

o Finally, at this stage, please avoid discussion of the implications of a composition for preaching 
or teaching, or what the text has to say to contemporary readers. For this assignment, the aim is 
simply for students to analyze the text itself, on its own terms.  

o Each brief is limited to one page, single-spaced (material on a second page will not be 
considered). Briefs should offer consideration of the following three concerns and should use the 
following bolded terms as subtitles to structure each brief:  

 
1. Structure 

• How is the composition organized? What are its major sections and subsections?  
 

2. Key Themes 
• What are the composition’s key themes, concerns, and perspectives? Use clear 

examples with specific citations. Example: A major theme in Romans is God’s 
righteousness, as introduced in the first chapter: “[T]he righteousness of God is 
revealed through faith for faith; as it is written, ‘the one who is righteous will 
live by faith’” (1:17). Paul restates and expands the theme of righteousness in 
3:21–26. 

 
3. Function 

• On the whole, what does the composition attempt to accomplish? What is its 
purpose? E.g., does it make an argument? Does it primarily encourage an 
audience who is suffering? Does it admonish a wayward community?  Use 
specific examples to support your claims. 
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PRE-CLASS ASSIGNMENT #2:  Theology of Scripture (4 pages double-spaced) 
Submit this assignment in the “Assignments” section of our Canvas site no later than 11:59pm on October 8. 
Instructions: Carefully read the UMC’s Theological Guidelines on Scripture (http://bitly.com/1JuKh45). 
Please address the following questions, aided by particular references from the UMC’s guidelines: 

• (A): What is scripture? Identify and explain three [3] statements made by the guidelines 
concerning the nature of scripture.  

• (B) What does scripture do? Identify and explain three [3] statements made by the guidelines 
concerning the function of scripture.  

• (C) How is scripture understood? Identify and explain [3] statements made by the guidelines 
concerning the interpretation of scripture. 

• (D) Describe your own theology of scripture, providing any relevant scriptural references 
supporting it, and compare it with the UMC’s guidelines. 

 
 
PRE-CLASS ASSIGNMENT #3: Orientation to Carter and Levine (5 pages double-spaced) 
Submit this assignment in the “Assignments” section of our Canvas site no later than 11:59pm on October 8. 
 
STEP 1 – Watch “Video – Pre-Class Assignment #3 – Orientation to Carter and Levine” 
 
STEP 2 

A. Read the introduction to the textbook by Carter and Levine (pp. 1–16), and summarize each of the 
three approaches they discuss, which they reference with the following three phrases: 

 • “world behind the text” 
 • “world of the text” 
 • “world in front of the text” 

Also, in a statement or two for each method, explain how the method that they discuss 
accomplishes the goal of the approach under which they discuss it. For example, how 
does narrative criticism help to accomplish the aim of understanding the “world of the 
text?”  

 
B. Carter & Levine have chapters for each of our focus texts (Acts, Romans, 1 Corinthians, Hebrews, 

James, 1 John, Revelation).  Choose three [3] of these chapters—one [1] from each of the following 
categories: (A) Acts or Hebrews, (B) Romans or 1 Corinthians, (C) 1 John or Revelation. Read 
your three [3] chapters, and, for each one, answer the following: Which method(s)  do Carter and 
Levine use for the focus text? Respond to each chapter with a summary comparison (3–5 
sentences) of its contents with your own insights from Pre-Class Assignment #1 (exegetical 
briefs). E.g., how does their chapter on Hebrews compare with your exegetical brief on Hebrews? 
Does your initial reading cohere with theirs? Do some of their points build on or add to some 
from your own reading?  
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PRE-CLASS ASSIGNMENT #4: Orientation to Basssler (2 pages double-spaced) 
Submit this assignment in the “Assignments” section of our Canvas site no later than 11:59pm on October 8. 
 
Read all of Bassler’s Navigating Paul. In no more than two pages, identify and summarize the key points 
of the following:  

• Chapter 2: “Paul and the Jewish Law” 
• Chapter 5: “The Righteousness of God”  

Please use parenthetical citations for quotations and references to specific statements and/or ideas. 
Example: Bassler claims that, due to the missional context of Paul’s epistles, “the role of ‘works of the 
law’ in excluding Gentiles from salvation seems to be his primary concern” (17).  
 
 
PRE-CLASS ASSIGNMENT #5: Interpretive Perspectives 
Read these selections and submit your questions on our Canvas site no later than 11:59pm on October 8.   
 
Read the following selections. For each selection, provide one [1] question for each reading (2 total 
questions) that arose for you as you read it. Post your questions to the “Discussions” section of the 
class Canvas site. I will use your responses as a basis for class discussions. The readings include:  
 
• James H. Cone. God of the Oppressed. Rev. ed. Maryknoll, NY: Orbis, 1975.  
 GUIDE: Read pp. 74–76 (pp. 66–74 will be provided for contex) and post one response question.  
• González, Justo L. Santa Biblia: The Bible Through Hispanic Eyes. Nashville: Abingdon, 1996.  
 GUIDE: Read ch. 4 (pp. 91–102) and post one response question.  
• Schneiders, Sandra M. “Feminist Hermeneutics.” Pages 349–69 in Hearing the New Testament: Strategies 

for Interpretation. Edited by Joel B. Green. First Edition. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1995.  
NOTE: You are only required to read pp. 349–55 and to post a response question from your 
reading of those pages. The remaining pages are optional.  

 
 
PRE-CLASS ASSIGNMENT #6: Video Lectures 
Watch these videos and submit your questions on our Canvas site no later than 11:59pm on October 8. 
 

1. Watch the video(s) for each of the seven books of the Bible we’re studying. 
2. Submit one question for that video(s) that arose for you from the lecture to the correct 

Discussion Board. For example, watch the two videos associated with Acts, then go to the 
Discussions section of Canvas, find the discussion board on Acts, and submit your question. 

3. Continue until you’ve made it through all of these videos: 
o Video - Pre-Class Assignment #6 - The Acts of the Apostles (Part 1) 
o Video - Pre-Class Assignment #6 - The Acts of the Apostles (Part 2) 
o Video - Pre-Class Assignment #6 - I Corinthians 
o Video - Pre-Class Assignment #6 - Romans (Part 1) 
o Video - Pre-Class Assignment #6 - Romans (Part 2) 
o Video - Pre-Class Assignment #6 – James 
o Video - Pre-Class Assignment #6 – Hebrews 
o Video - Pre-Class Assignment #6 - I John (Part 1) 
o Video - Pre-Class Assignment #6 - I John (Part 2) 
o Video - Pre-Class Assignment #6 - Revelation (Part 1) 
o Video - Pre-Class Assignment #6 - Revelation (Part 2) 
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Post-Class Assignments 
 
POST-CLASS ASSIGNMENT #1: Final Exam 
Submit this assignment in the “Assignments” section of our Canvas site no later than 11:59pm on November 9. 
Students will complete a take-home final exam. The exam will test students on their knowledge and 
understanding of the course’s seven focus compositions from the NT and will be based on materials 
covered in readings and lectures. The exam will not test knowledge of exegetical and interpretive 
methods or theology of Scripture. Additional exam information will be provided during class sessions.  
 
 
POST-CLASS ASSIGNMENT #2: Exegetical Analysis 
Submit this assignment in the “Assignments” section of our Canvas site no later than 11:59pm on November 16. 
The exegetical analysis is a written assignment of 1,000–1,500 words that requires students to use the 
exegetical and interpretive skills that are learned during COS 521. Students will select one text from 
several options that will be provided on the first day of class, and they will provide observations and 
questions that arise from direct, exegetical study of the selected text. This assignment serves three 
purposes:  

1. To develop interpretive skills; 
2. To encourage close reading that prioritizes the text;  
3. To increase capacities for asking good questions, based on close reading. 

Additional instructions will be provided during class sessions.  
 
 
 
In-Class Themes for Lectures, Discussions, and Practice Exercises 

• Introduction to Biblical Exegesis & Interpretation 
• “With What are we Working?” Establishing a Pericope 
• Form, Content, & Meaning: Structuring a Passage 
• Word Studies and “the Meaning of Meaning”  
• Principles & Practices of Reading a Text in Context 
• Texts Talking to One Another: Intertextality  
• A Return to the Beginning: Theologies of Scripture 

 
 


