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Course Description and Outcomes  
This course aims to provide students with the means to engage various Hebrew Bible poetic 
writings (Psalms, Prophets, and Wisdom) through historical-critical, literary, and theological lenses 
for the purposes of preaching these texts and using them in pastoral care and the leading of 
congregations.  

Students will be able to: 
1. Identify and understand the origin, history, and use of the Psalms, Prophets, and 

Wisdom Literature among God’s people.  
2. Exegete these forms of biblical literature.  
3. Apply insights from the careful exegesis of the Psalms, Prophets, and Wisdom 

Literature to the practice of preaching, pastoral counseling, other pastoral 
responsibilities, and pressing societal issues of the present day. 

 
 

Required Textbooks 
o Sharp, Carolyn. Old Testament Prophets for Today. Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox 

Press, 2009. 
o Brueggemann, Walter. The Spirituality of the Psalms. Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press, 2002. 
o Clifford, Richard. The Wisdom Literature. Nashville: Abingdon, 1998.  
o Coogan, Michael, et al., eds. New Oxford Annotated Bible with The Apocryphal/Deuterocanonical 

Books: New Revised Standard Version. Oxford: Oxford University Press, (NOAB). 
o Additional required readings will be posted to the “Library Course Reserves” page on our 

class Canvas site and linked in each module. These are free.  
 
 
 

Required Online Tools  
https://www.bibleodyssey.org/ 
https://guides.theology.library.emory.edu/ot 
https://guides.thoelogy.library.emory.edu/otcommentaries 
https://guides.theology.library.emory.edu/engli3shbible  
https://guides.theology.library.emory.edu/exegesis  

 
 

Emory Course of Study School 
COS 421 – Bible IV: The Psalms, Prophets, and Wisdom Literature  

 
2018 Fall Hybrid Session 

Friday, October 26  12:00pm – 8:00pm       Instructor:  Brady Alan Beard 
Saturday, October 27   8:30am – 4:30pm       Email: brady.beard@emory.edu 
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A Note about the Hybrid Format 
This course is offered in a hybrid format. That means that 13.5 of the 20 contact hours for class 
will be in person and the remaining 6.5 contact hours will be online. There are three major 
phases in the class: pre-class, in-class, and post-class.  
 

o The PRE-CLASS PHASE is meant to set the foundation for our time together in person. 
In advance of class, students will view the online video lectures, complete short writing 
responses, and read selections from required textbooks when applicable. 

o The IN-CLASS PHASE will be devoted to digging into the subject through lecture and 
discussion.  

o The POST-CLASS PHASE will consist of work that occurs after you leave class and is 
meant to help wrap up the lectures, the discussions, and the readings.  

 
If you have any technical issues while working in Canvas (for example: can’t get an assignment 
to upload, can’t view a video, can’t figure out a discussion board post, etc.), please call: 

 
Canvas Support Hotline for Students 

(844) 765-2516 
 
 

How Your Final Course Grade Is Determined  
40% Pre-Class Assignments   
  2 Papers (10% each) 
  Discussion (10% total) 
  Quizzes (10% total) 
10% In-Class participation 
  Participation includes watching voice lectures before we meet in person.  
50% Post-Class Assignments 
  Worksheet (30%) 
  Sermon (20%) 
  
 
Grade Deduction Policy  
Pre-class work must be received no later than 11:59p.m. EST on October 8, 2018. 
Pre-class work received after the deadline will be subject to the late penalty schedule below: 

• Pre-class work received between October 9–15 will receive a one-letter grade deduction. 
• Pre-class work received between October 16–19 will receive a two-letter grade deduction. 
• Students who have not turned in all pre-class work by midnight on October 19 will be dropped 

from the class. 
 
 
COS Grading Scale 
A+  97–100 B+  87–89 C+  77–79 D+  67–69 
A    93–96 B    83–86 C    73–76 D    65–66 
A-   90–92 B-   80–82 C-   70–72 F     0–64 
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Guidelines for Written Assignments 
• All papers should be typed, double-spaced, and on 8.5”x11” paper. 
• The font should be Times New Roman, 12 point. 
• Margins should be 1” on all sides. 
• All papers must include a page number and the student’s last name in the header or footer. 
• All papers must be properly cited. You can see how to properly cite your quotes in the “Files” 

section of your Canvas site. 
 
 
Plagiarism Defined 
“You plagiarize when, intentionally or not, you use someone else’s words or ideas but fail to credit that 
person, leading your readers to think that those words are yours. In all fields, you plagiarize when you 
use a source’s words or ideas without citing that source. In most fields, you plagiarize even when you 
do credit the source but use its exact words without using quotation marks or block indentation” (201-
202).  Booth, Wayne C. Booth, Gregory G. Colomb, and Joseph M. Williams. The Craft of Research, Second 
Edition. Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Press, 2003. 

 
 
 
 

Pre-Class Assignments  
All Pre-Class Assignments should be uploaded/completed in Canvas by 11:59pm on October 8, 2018. 

 
 

Pre-Class Assignment #1 Module 
1 – Read 

Required:  
o “The Canons of the Bible,” NOAB, 2185–2189 (stop at “The New Testament)” 
o “The Interpretation of the Bible from the Nineteenth to the Mid-Twentieth 

Centuries,” NOAB, 2221–2225 
o “Contemporary Methods in Biblical Study,” NOAB, 2227–2233 

Recommended:  
o Brennan Breed, “How Was the Bible Written and Transmitted,”  

https://www.bibleodyssey.org/tools/bible-basics/how-was-the-bible-written-and-transmitted 
 
2 – Watch Video Lecture #1: “The Hebrew Bible: Canon and Canonization”  
 
3 – Discuss:  
Step 1: Identify one method of interpretation and discuss how you might use (or imagine using) 
the insights from that method when you prepare to write and preach a sermon. 
 
Step 2: Respond to at least two posts from your classmates by identifying one insight from their 
post that you found helpful and one topic you’d like to further chat about during lunch or 
coffee. 
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Pre-Class Assignment #2 Module 

1 – Read 
Required: 

o “The Geography of the Bible,” NOAB, 2234–2236. 
o “Cultural Contexts: The Ancient Near East and Ancient Israel to the Mid-First 

Millennium BCE,” NOAB, 2236–2242.  
o “Cultural Contexts: The Persian and Hellenistic Periods,” NOAB, 2242–2247.  

 
2 – Watch Video Lecture #2: “History and Geography of the Bible”  
 
3 – Discuss:  
Step 1: Identify and discuss one event (for example: the creation of the Israelite Monarchy, the 
Babylonian exile, or the Persian return) and discuss why you think that event is important for 
the interpretation of the Old Testament. How does this event change what you think of texts 
like the Psalms, Prophets, or Wisdom Literature?  
 
Step 2: Respond to at least two posts from your classmates by identifying one insight from their 
post that you found helpful and one topic you’d like to further chat about during lunch or 
coffee. 
 
 
 
 

Pre-Class Assignment #3 Module 
1 – Read:  

Required:  
o Karl Barth, “The Strange New World Within the Bible,” 28–50. Posted on Canvas.  

 
2 – Watch: Video Lecture 3 “What’s in the Bible?” 
 
3 – Write: 
In two pages write an essay that answers the followng questions.  
Step 1: What is Karl Barth’s thesis? In other words, what does Barth claim that we find in the Bible? 
(one page) 
 
Step 2: How does Karl Barth’s thesis about what is in the Bible challenge your own thoughts and 
theology of the Bible? Discuss what you might take from this piece as you plan to write and preach 
your next sermon. Having read Barth, what might you now look for in the Bible? (one page) 
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Pre-Class Assignment #4 Module 

1 – Read 
Required:  

o Psalms:  
§ Hymns (10) - 1, 2, 23, 78, 108, 146, 147, 148, 149, 150 
§ Laments (10) - 3, 4, 7, 9, 10, 60, 61, 64, 80, 85 
§ Thanksgiving Psalms (10)-  18, 30, 34, 40, 65, 66, 67, 107, 116, 118 
§ Penitential/Imprecatory Psalms (10) - 5, 6, 11, 12, 32, 38, 51,102, 130, 137. 

o Joel LeMon,“Psalms,” in The Oxford Encyclopedia of the Bible and Theology, ed. Samuel E. 
Balentine (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2015), 211–18. Posted on Canvas.  

o Walter Brueggemann, The Spirituality of the Psalms (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2002). 
Please give special attention to the Preface. 

 
Recommended:  

o Gregory Orr, “Poetry is Both Simple and Complex,” in A Primer for Poets and Readers of 
Poetry, 15–20. 

o Richard J. Clifford, “Introduction to the Psalms” in NOAB, 773–75.  
 
 
2 – Watch: Video Lecture 4 “The Psalms”  
 
 
3 – Write: 
In the opening sentence of The Spirituality of the Psalms, Walter Brueggemann claims that the Psalms are 
"the most reliable theological, pastoral, and liturgical resource given to us in the biblical tradition" 
(Brueggemann, 1). 

In three pages,  
Step 1: Identify one reason why Brueggemann thinks this is the case (one page).  
Step 2: Assess how you might rely on the Psalter in your ministry context. For instance, you might 
consider whether your congregation spends more time singing songs based on "Psalms of Orientation" 
or " Psalms of Disorientation" and how only focusing on one or the other does not fully engage the 
Psalter (two pages).   
 
 
4 – Take a Quiz  
(you’ll see the link to the quiz in the Pre-Class Assignment 4 module) 
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Pre-Class Assignment #5 Module 

1 – Read:  
Required:  

o Amos; Micah; Isaiah 1–19, 22, 34–38, 40–48, 55–66; Haggai, Malachi.  
o Stephen Cook, “Prophets and Prophecy,” in The Oxford Encyclopedia of the Bible and 

Theology, ed. Samuel E. Balentine (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2015), 201–11.  
Posted on Canvas.  

o Carolyn Sharp, Old Testament Prophets for Today (Louisville, KY: Westminster John 
Knox Press, 2009). 

 
Recommended: 

o Marvin Sweeney, “Introduction to the Prophetic Books,” in NOAB, 961–64.  
o Introductions to each of the Prophetic books in NOAB.   

 
 
2 – Watch Video Lecture #5: “The Prophets”  
 
 
3 – Discuss: 
In her book, The Old Testament Prophets for Today, Carolyn Sharp argues that the prophets of the 
Hebrew Bible reveal that God is a God of justice.  
Step 1: Thinking about your own ministry context, describe how you as pastor and leader can help 
people connect ideas about God with justice.  
Step 2: Respond to at least one post from your classmates by identifying one insight from their post that 
you found helpful and one topic you’d like to further chat about during lunch or coffee. 
 
 
4 – Take a Quiz: Amos, Micah, Isaiah, Haggai, Malachi  
(you’ll see the link to the quiz in the Pre-Class Assignment 5 module) 
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Pre-Class Assignment #6 Module 

1 - Read:  
Required:  

o Proverbs 1–9, 22:17–24:34; Job 1–3, 42:10–17, 3–11, 32–42:6; Ecclesiastes. 
o Richard J. Clifford, The Wisdom Literature (Nashville: Abingdon, 1998) chapters 1, 2, 3,  

4, 5, and 9. 
 

Recommended:  
o David Penchansky, “What is Wisdom Literature?” 

https://www.bibleodyssey.org/en/passages/related-articles/what-is-wisdom-literature  
 
 
2 – Watch: Video Lecture 6 “Wisdom Literature”  
 
 
3 – Discuss:  
After you’ve watched the video lecture and completed the readings, answer the following questions.  
Step 1: Why do you think that having multiple wise voices in the Bible is important? Do you think that 
we risk hearing the Bible fully when we harmonize the perspectives of the Wisdom books? Why or why 
not?  
Step 2: Respond to at least one post from your classmates by identifying one insight from their post that 
you found helpful and one topic you’d like to further chat about during lunch or coffee. 
 
 
4 – Take a Quiz: Proverbs, Job, Ecclesiastes  
(you’ll see the link to the quiz in the Pre-Class Assignment 6 module) 
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Post-Class Assignments 
 
 

Post-Class Assignment #1 – Exegetical Worksheet (5-8 pages) 
Post-Class Assignment #1 should be submitted to Canvas by 11:59 pm on Sunday, November 4, 2018. 

 
1 - Read:  
 Required:  

o Tom Long, “The Biblical Witness in Preaching,” pages 58–75 in The Witness of Preaching, 
3rd ed. (Louisvill: Wesminster John Knox Press, 2016).  

o Mary E. Hinkle, “Exegesis for Textual Preaching,” Word & World 29.1  
(Winter 199), 58–64. 

 
2 – Write:  
Select a text provided from the options by the instructor (TBD) and write a 5-page (not to exceed 8 
pages) paper answering the prompt questions. You may want to spend some extra time on Saturday 
gathering some research materials in Pitts Library for this assignment if you do not have access to 
concordances, commentaries, Bible dictionaries, etc. in your ministry setting.  
 
N.B.: As this is a worksheet, I do not expect this assignment to “flow” easily or move smoothly from 
one section to the next. The best way to write an exegetical worksheet is to make each question a 
heading for the section that follows. I, as your instructor, will provide an in-class demonstration of how 
to use a worksheet.  
 
 
 

Post-Class Assignment #2 – Sermon Manuscript (2,500-3,000 words) 
Post-Class Assignment #2 should be submitted to Canvas by 11:59 pm on Friday December 1, 2018. 
 
Building on your work in the worksheet, and with instructor feedback, write a sermon manuscript that 
incorporates research from your exegetical worksheet. This assignment must be a sermon manuscript, a 
sermon outline is not an acceptable submission even if you preach from an outline. If you regularly preach from 
an outline, let this be a practice of writing out everything you want to say in a sermon and then edit out materials 
to create an outline for your personal usage.  
 
N.B: The sermon is not a Bible study, or a lesson plan, but rather an exposition on the biblical text with 
one theological point. The sermon is where all of your research on the Bible meets your theology and 
your audience’s theologies. While your sermon should contain all of the necessary citations, do not 
simply tell your hearers what the research is, but attempt to make it “come alive” for them and ensure 
that your preaching can help the research details matter to them. In other words, don’t simply tell them 
about your research, demonstrate why it matters. Perhaps it is best to think of the sermon as an 
opportunity to show instead of simply tell.  
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Inclusive Language Covenant 
The faculty of Emory Course of Study School has adopted a covenant statement encouraging 
inclusiveness in the use of language, as follows: 
 
The Inclusive Language Covenant is designed to create a linguistic environment in which all students, 
staff, and faculty can grow in understanding and appreciating the rich diversity of God’s people. The 
COS faculty commits itself through continued discussion, reflection, and exploration to using language 
in such a way that we respond to the fullness of God’s presence among us as much by our choice of 
words as by our care for one another. Recognizing that our experience with inclusive language is an 
integral part of theological formation, we invite students and others to share as partners with us in this 
learning process. 
 
We understand “covenant” more in terms of its biblical and theological meaning than in a legal or 
contractual context. Covenant signifies the common commitment of a community of faith in response 
to God’s revelation and in participation with one another. The values implied in the covenant have 
morally persuaded us to try to generate patterns of speech and behavior that bond the members of the 
community in mutual respect. We expect all members of the community to address issues of diversity 
constructively. The entire Inclusive Language Covenant can be found on the COS website, and you are 
encouraged to read the whole covenant. 
 


