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Dear Friends,
Our commemoration of Candler’s centennial has come to an end, leaving
our community with a multitude of memories to savor, a wealth of new
knowledge to spur further learning, and a renewed sense of call as we

Where the first half of the centennial focused on our history, this spring
we turned our minds toward prophecy—“discerning in the complex circumstances of everyday life a Word from God, and speaking that Word to a
world that most desperately needs to hear it,” as Luke Timothy Johnson so
eloquently puts it. In popular parlance, another way to put it is to “speak
truth to power.” Though some consider the phrase overplayed today, when

EMORY PHOTO / VIDEO

The Collect

enter our second century.

Quakers first introduced it to the wider public in 1955 via a brochure of the
same name, it sparked fresh and provocative conversations rooted in God’s truth.
Yet as popular as the title phrase is, the opening of Speak Truth to Power features another axiom that befits Candler’s observance of our
centennial even more: “new conditions demand new responses.” Conditions are certainly different now than they were 100 years ago
when Candler was founded; thus, during the second half of our centennial, we challenged ourselves to seek new responses to these
new conditions. The centerpiece of this spring’s activities was a major academic conference that brought together a dozen scholars,
thought leaders, and practitioners to examine issues confronting theology and the church today, and to explore faithful responses to
those issues. In true prophetic fashion, the conference started new conversations rooted in God’s truth. As you’ll read in Luke Timothy
Johnson’s keynote address and in the article summarizing the conference, the challenges are great, and engaging them will demand
great thought, great action, and even greater prophetic boldness.
As we close this centennial year, let us consider the closing of Speak Truth to Power:
…the world is not saved by discoveries or inventions, by the trample of iron hoofs nor the thunder of
bombing planes, but by the quiet pervasive influence of the small company of people who in all lands
and in all times, in spite of all that has happened or may come to pass, steadfastly continue to say,
‘Nevertheless…I believe.’ Faith is relevant, and in an Age of Anxiety, we affirm ours.
Indeed, in our first one hundred years, and now at the dawn of our second century, we, the people of Candler School of Theology,
continue to proclaim our faith amid this ongoing “Age of Anxiety.” This year, our attention to story and prophecy has enlivened and

“Our attention to story and prophecy has enlivened and
energized us to move forward with confidence in the God
who calls us for the transformation of the world.”

energized us to move forward with confidence in the God who calls us for the transformation of the world.

Grace and peace,

KAY HINTON / EPV

Jan Love
Dean and Professor of Christianity and World Politics
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The Centennial in Pictures

What a year! Candler marked its 100th anniversary with an array of events, from the Centennial Celebration
in the fall to the academic conference in the spring, and much more in between. Here are a few of our
favorite images from the yearlong commemoration. For a complete recap of centennial events, including
links to videos, visit the news section of candler.emory.edu.  
Photo Credits: 01-Pat Graham; 02, 03, 10-Lisa Stone; 04-Bryan Meltz/EPV; 05, 06, 07, 09- Kay Hinton/EPV; 08-Claire Asbury Lennox.
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August 28, 2014: The centennial opened with
Fall Convocation, featuring the dedication of Phase
II of Candler’s new building.

02

September 12, 2014: Candler dedicated the
new Wesley Teaching Chapel in Phase II.

05

October 23, 2014: Attendees enjoyed an outdoor reception on Theology Plaza after “Memories
of Candler in Word and Song.”

06

03

October 24, 2014: The Centennial Convocation
highlighted Candler’s historic significance within
the larger community, with 56 individuals recognized as Centennial Medalists.

04 October 23, 2014: Brent Strawn, professor of

October 24, 2014: Professor Emeritus of
Church and Community Luther E. Smith, Jr. gave
the Centennial Convocation address, “Since We
Are Surrounded.”

October 16, 2014: Doris Shockley attended
the dedication of a classroom in honor of her late
husband, Grant S. Shockley, the first tenured
African American on Candler’s faculty.

07

08

November 6, 2014: Professor Emerita of
Church History Roberta C. Bondi, Candler’s first
female tenured faculty member, attended the dedication of classroom in her honor.

09

March 18-20, 2015: Candler’s centennial
academic conference, “Prophetic Voices: Confronting Theological Challenges of the Next Century,”
featured presentations by a dozen renowned theologians from Candler and beyond.

10

May 11, 2015: Candler conferred 138 degrees
on the school’s 100th graduating class.

Old Testament, preached at the opening chapel service for the fall two-day Centennial Celebration.
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The Gift of
a Long Legacy

Candler News
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Real International
Engagement 01

800,000-member Yoido Full Gospel Church. They

faculty for a multi-year term as Theologian-in-

also visited Yonsei University and attended Method-

Residence. Saliers retired from Candler in 2007

James T. and Berta R. Laney Professor in Moral

ist Theological University’s International Conference

after 33 years of teaching systematic theology and

Leadership Robert M. Franklin, Jr., led students

for the 277th anniversary of John Wesley’s conver-

liturgy. In his new role, he is focusing on spiritual formation and lifelong learning, including

in his “Moral Leadership in International Context”

sion, featuring the university’s president, Jong Chun

After winning every possible Candler and Emory prize for teaching, wide acclaim for his books,

travel seminar course on a ten-day trip to South

Park 82T 86G. Associate Professor of Pastoral Care

developing and teaching new courses, crafting op-

the respect of his peers, and the gratitude of his students, Thomas G. Long retired at the end of spring

Korea in May. Their jam-packed itinerary included

and Counseling Gregory C. Ellison II accompanied

portunities for students to practice daily prayer in

semester after 15 years as Candler’s Bandy Professor of Preaching.

these highlights: meeting and worshiping with

the group as a guest lecturer.

Candler’s new Wesley Teaching Chapel and new

families of victims of the Sewol Ferry disaster,

spiritual formation room, and leading retreats

Named in 1996 as “one of the 12 most effective preachers in the English-speaking world,” Long

visiting the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) [01], taking

Back to School 02

has been popular with Candler students and colleagues alike. In addition to university-wide honors

part in a demonstration alongside Korea’s World

Candler welcomes back Don E. Saliers [02], William

come as no surprise that one of his great passions

such as the 2011 Emory Williams Teaching Award and the 2015 Scholar/Teacher Award—two of the

War II-era “comfort women,” and participating

R. Cannon Distinguished Professor of Theology and

will accompany this new journey. “There will be

highest faculty honors Emory bestows—Long recently received the “On Eagle’s Wings” Excellence in

in a prayer service at the world’s largest church,

Liturgy, Emeritus, who has returned to the active

music all along the way,” he says.

and workshops for congregational leaders. It will

Teaching Award, which is presented by Candler’s senior class in recognition of faithful and dedicated
service. In the words of one student nominator, Long “does more than simply teach students; he precreates stronger preachers and leaders.”
Not only a gifted preacher and teacher, Long is also an accomplished scholar/author who has produced
a prolific body of work, including 21 books and scores of articles in both professional journals and
popular periodicals. His 1989 book The Witness of Preaching—now in its second edition—is one of the
most widely used texts on preaching, appearing on class reading lists in seminaries throughout the
world. In 2010, Preaching magazine named it one of the 25 most influential books on preaching from
the last 25 years. The Academy of Parish Clergy named his Preaching from Memory to Hope as one of the
“top ten books for parish ministry published in 2009” and What Shall We Say? Evil, Suffering, and the Crisis
of Faith as the 2011 Book of the Year. And he is a frequent contributor to The Christian Century magazine.
Although Long is officially retiring, Candler will continue to benefit from his expertise in his next

“Dr. Long has this unique
gift and calling to help
people see the gifts that
God has given them for
ministry, even if they
can’t see it in themselves.”
— Daniel Ogle 08t

SAMUEL WHITE 15T

pares them for growth in ministry with helpful, critical feedback, and a spirit of encouragement, which

01

through a two-year program of leadership education and pastoral formation. Thanks be to God!  n
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CINDY BROWN 09T

chapter: directing a grant program to help recent Candler alumni become leaders in their communities
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disability studies. Activist the Rev. Osagyefo Sekou

of Cambridge, where he has been named Regius

addressed “The Liberation Theology of Ferguson” in

Professor of Divinity. England’s King Henry VIII

April. Read more about these and other lectures in

created the famed Regius Professorships in 1535.

the news section of candler.emory.edu.

Following McFarland’s departure, Associate
Professor of Church History Jonathan Strom will

ANN BORDEN / EPV

03
Cambridge Calling 03

master’s degree of philosophy in theology and

terface between morality and religion. He puts his

When Jeania Ree Moore 15T [03] decided to attend

religious studies, only the fourth Gates Cambridge

theoretical ideas and research findings into action by

Candler, she wasn’t sure exactly where the experi-

scholar to do so.

honoring multiple voices in the morality conversa-

serve as associate dean of faculty and academic af-

New titles and new opportunities were abundant

fairs. Rex D. Matthews was promoted to professor

among the Candler faculty this spring. Professor

in the practice of historical theology and Wesleyan

of Homiletics Teresa L. Fry Brown [04] was select-

studies. Gregory C. Ellison II was promoted to

ed from a national pool of candidates to become

associate professor of pastoral care and counsel-

Candler’s fourth Bandy Professor of Preaching,

ing, Steffen Lösel received a new title, associate

effective September 1. The Bandy Chair in Preach-

professor of systematic theology, and Elizabeth

ing was created in 1986 with a gift from B. Jackson

Corrie was promoted to associate professor in the

Bandy, and is considered by many to be the

practice of youth education and peacebuilding.

premier chair in homiletics in the country. Bishop

Andrea C. White, assistant professor of theology

Mack B. and Rose Y. Stokes Professor of Theol-

and culture, has accepted a position

ogy Ian A. McFarland [05], who currently serves

as associate professor of theology at Union

as associate dean of faculty and academic affairs,

Theological Seminary in New York.

will leave Candler this summer for the University

tion at AME conferences and school classrooms,”

to further studies at the University of Cambridge

Career High

in England, where she has been awarded a Gates

John Snarey, Franklin N. Parker Professor of

Cambridge Scholarship, a prestigious full scholar-

Human Development and Ethics, won the 2014 Lisa

Luminaries Who Lecture

ship given to students outside the United Kingdom

Kuhmerker Career Award from the Association for

Candler hosted a star-studded roster of guest

to pursue a postgraduate degree at Cambridge. The

Moral Education (AME). The award recognizes those

lecturers this spring. Obery Hendricks, who has

40 U.S. recipients were chosen from 755 national

who have made outstanding, long-term scholarly

been called one of the country’s most provocative

applicants, with 55 additional scholars coming

contributions to the field of morality and to the AME.

and innovative commentators on religion, politics,

from other countries. Recipients are selected for

Praised as “an innovative and fearless researcher,”

and social policy, taught a J-term course called

outstanding intellectual ability, leadership potential,

Snarey was noted for his award-winning research and

“The Politics of Jesus” as the 2015 Sankofa Scholar

and a commitment to improving the lives of others.

critical review in Psychological Bulletin on cross-cultural

in Black Church Studies. Former president Jimmy

Since the scholarship’s inception in 2000, Moore is

morality, as well as for his book How Fathers Care

Carter spoke in February as part of the Laney Legacy

only the fourth Emory student to be named a Gates

for the Next Generation: A Four-Decade Study (Harvard

in Moral Leadership. Georgetown University’s Julia

Cambridge scholar—and the first from Candler.

University Press, 1993). “Snarey has focused on

Watts Belser spoke in March at the inaugural Nancy

A candidate for deacon’s orders in The United

religious ethics and experiences, building a broad

Eiesland Endowment Lecture, named for Candler’s

Methodist Church, Moore will pursue a one-year

foundation for research and theorizing at the in-

late associate professor of sociology of religion and

15556 Emory_magazine.indd 8-9

Faculty Moves 04 & 05

Lighting the Way
Candler and the Ivan Allen College of Liberal Arts at
Georgia Tech have established a joint initiative called
the Leadership and Multi-Faith Program (LAMP) to
address the need for multi-faith understanding and
community building in Atlanta and the surrounding
region. The partnership includes the establishment
of a faculty position at Candler and the development of public programming to be coordinated by
the Ivan Allen College. “More than in any previous
period in American history, people of many different
faith commitments—or no faith commitments—go
to work, schools, hospitals, recreational facilities,
grocery stores and malls together, but they often
don’t understand each other’s religious identity or
communal practices very well,” explains Candler
Dean Jan Love. That ignorance, she says, has the
potential for breeding contempt that can cause the
degradation of public discourse and—in the worst

04

read the award announcement.

KAY HINTON / EPV

ence would lead. Now that experience is leading her

9

Candler News

05

CINDY BROWN 09T

8
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cases—spawn violent acts. LAMP will light the way

one to four years, the MRPL is ideal for professionals

The Prize is Wright’s 06

toward understanding by offering students, civic

desiring a better understanding of the specific con-

Actually, make that two prizes. Associate Professor

and business leaders, and the general public training

cerns of religious traditions they encounter at work,

of Hebrew Bible Jacob L. Wright [06] has received

in multi-faith relations through courses at the two

as well as for lifelong learners interested in devel-

a $50,000 Templeton Foundation grant to under-

schools and continuing education programming

oping an appreciation for the ways religion shapes

write new research and a book award recognizing

such as seminars and experiential learning opportu-

the public landscape. The MDiv/MSW, offered in

his most recent scholarship. The grant will enable

nities that draw on the expertise of Candler faculty

partnership with the University of Georgia, is de-

Wright’s participation in a philosophy research

and other renowned specialists.

signed for those interested in considering the role of

group at Jerusalem’s Herzl Institute, where he will

faith and religious institutions in community health

examine the highly developed discourse regarding

and development, the care of individuals in poverty

the knowledge of God in the Hebrew Bible and un-

Now open for business: Candler’s newest degrees,

and crisis, responses to systemic and institutional

dertake comparative work with the New Testament.

Candler recently lost two of its best-loved saints. William Mallard, professor emeritus of church

the Master in Religion and Public Life (MRPL) and

injustice, and issues of social transformation. The

Wright’s 2014 book, David, King of Israel, and Caleb

history, died on December 23, 2014, at the age of 87, and Fred B. Craddock, Bandy Professor of Preaching,

the Master of Divinity/Master of Social Work (MDiv/

program allows the MDiv/MSW degrees to be earned

in Biblical Memory (Cambridge University Press),

Emeritus, died on March 6, 2015, at the age of 86. Both legendary teachers put their inimitable stamps on this

MSW) dual degree. The MRPL is a 30 credit-hour,

in four years, one year less than if the theology and

received an honorable mention in the theology

place, and were honored as Candler Centennial Medalists at the school’s Centennial Celebration in fall 2014.

residential degree program that explores the dy-

social work degrees were pursued separately. For

and religious studies category at this year’s PROSE

namics of faith in the public sphere. Designed for

more information on these and any of Candler’s 17

Awards, administered by the Association of Ameri-

Bill Mallard was Candler’s longest-serving professor, teaching from 1957-2000. During those 43 years, he

completion by a part-time or a full-time student in

degrees, visit candler.emory.edu/academics.

can Publishers. Recognizing excellence in profes-

shaped the lives of generations of students, along with the school’s culture and curriculum. A leading voice

sional and scholarly publishing, the PROSE Awards

on the faculty, he demonstrated strong commitments to civil rights, academic freedom and collegiality, the

acknowledge pioneering research and landmark

church—and perhaps most of all—teaching. Mallard was known for his unfailingly whimsical presentation,

work in more than 40 categories. Entries are judged

occasionally unconventional methods, and unparalleled broad reach as he taught thousands of students at

by peer publishers and librarians, and awards are

Candler and thousands more lifelong learners in church programs around the region. His impact on Candler

given each year at the Professional and Scholarly

might be illustrated most clearly by the course he co-taught with Roberta Bondi, says David Pacini, profes-

New Degrees of Possibility

Publishing Conference.

06

Remembering
the Saints

Both legendary teachers
put their inimitable
stamps on this place,
and were honored as
Centennial Medalists
at Candler’s Centennial
Celebration in fall 2014.

sor of historical theology. “Their practice of opening each class with a full-throated rendition of ‘Give Me
that Old Time Religion’ won the hearts of many a Candler student who otherwise might not have found the
intricacies of early Christian church history anywhere near as enticing as they did.”
Described by some as “one of the most important homileticians in America for the last forty years,” Fred
Craddock appeared on many lists that marked his impact. In 1996, Baylor University named him one of the 12
most effective preachers in the English-speaking world, and in 2010, his 1985 book, Preaching—widely used
as a textbook in seminaries around the world—was ranked fourth on Preaching magazine’s list of the 25 most
influential preaching books of the past 25 years. When Craddock came to Candler in 1979 as the first Bandy
Professor of Preaching and New Testament, he was already a world-renowned preacher, but he was also a
scholar. His advocacy of an inductive style of preaching was groundbreaking in the field of homiletics and
continues to influence countless pastors in the pulpit today, four decades after its introduction.
We are grateful to God for the lives of Bill Mallard and Fred Craddock. To read fuller tributes and access
links to videos of their memorial services, visit the news section of candler.emory.edu. n
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Meeting the Theological Challenges
of the New Century
By Luke Timothy Johnson, R. W. Woodruff Professor of

This was the keynote address

New Testament and Christian Origins

at the “Prophetic Voices”
conference in March 2015.

If we ask what the task of theology is within the life of the church and in service to the world, several
answers are possible and legitimate. Theology can be thought of alternatively as catechesis, criticism,
or doxology, depending on whether we see its goal as the handing on of tradition, the assessment of
thought and practice, or the praise of God. For a school of theology like Candler, theological education can correspondingly be thought of as equipping students to faithfully transmit the teaching of the
church, or as distancing students from an unthinking acceptance of traditional ways, or as preparing
them for a richer experience of worship. All these modes are actively present in our pedagogy.
But another way of construing theology is as a form

humility because the theologian holds no position

the school’s second century. We do not pretend to be

of prophecy. By prophecy I do not mean the ability

greater than that of servant, wields no power other

prophets in the predictive sense: We have no special

to predict the future. I speak of prophecy in biblical

than that of the Word itself.

ability to foretell the future. We take on only the

terms, as discerning in the complex circumstances

daunting task of discerning what God might be up to

of everyday life a Word from God, and speaking that

For a school of theology like Candler, construing

in the world now, and to what response God might

Word to a world that most desperately needs to hear it.

theology as prophecy means committing faculty

be calling us as disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ.

MOSAIC, PALATINE CHAPEL: ALFREDO DAGLI ORTI / ART RESOURCE, NY

and students alike to the dangerous and exhilarat-

15556 Emory_magazine.indd 12-13

Theology understood as prophecy is a risky proposi-

ing challenge of moving beyond the exegeting of

To expect those who founded Candler a hundred

tion. Risky because prophecy seeks to discover the

ancient texts to the exegeting of the complex and

years ago to be prophetic in any sense of the term

ways of the living God, and as Hebrews reminds us,

ever-changing texts of worldly life. We seek to learn

would have been fatuous, much like expecting the

it is a terrible thing to fall into the hands of the living

how to hear and to speak the Word that is God’s own

pilgrims in 1620 to step off the Mayflower and im-

God. Risky because God’s work in the world, here

amid the constant noise and distraction of human

mediately declare America’s foreign policy. In 1914,

and now, is disclosed only partially, indirectly, and

babble. We must together embrace the risk of engag-

Atlanta was quite literally making the turn from

often, darkly.

ing God’s world directly and without safety goggles.

horse and carriage to automobile; how could anyone
then living predict the technological revolutions that

It is risky above all, though, because the theologian

THEOLOGY AS PROPHECY

would transform every aspect of life: the air condi-

as prophet does not stand above or apart from the

This conference on the occasion of Candler’s centen-

tioning that would change the old to the new South,

context of ordinary life but stands solidly within life

nial represents just such an effort to do theology in a

the antibiotics that would conquer infections and

as shared by all. The theologian is therefore required

prophetic mode. We have gathered together to speak

extend life, the cybernetics that would change com-

to discern and declare God’s Word both with bold-

simply and candidly, to listen carefully and respect-

munication, the planes that would span the globe

ness and with humility—boldness because the Word

fully, and to discuss responsibly some of the great

and the rockets that would leap to space?

must be spoken: without a vision the people perish;

theological challenges that face us as we move into

7/16/15 10:16 AM
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always positive consequences for the perception of

great European empires would dissolve, that colo-

the school in a predominantly conservative region

nialism would disappear, that new world powers

and church. In similar fashion, although Candler

would emerge from the Far East, that Africa would

as an institution was agonizingly slow to advance

be the arena for great adventures in suppression

the cause of racial equality, its first professor of

and liberation, that the combination of mineral

New Testament, Andrew Sledd, wrote passionately

resources and religious upheaval would give Islamic

against racist practices, and Candler’s alumni

lands an importance greater than at any time in his-

were among the most prominent figures in raising

tory? How could anyone imagine that the Great War

regional consciousness on the issue.

15

CHAGALL WINDOW: AMERICANSPIRIT/123RF.COM | CARINA NEBULA: NASA / ESA

Who in 1914 Atlanta could have predicted that the

Meeting the Theological Challenges of the New Century

KAY HINTON / EPV

14

begun in 1914 would initiate a century of warfare in
which advanced technology would be employed for

THEOLOGICAL ISSUES FACING US TODAY

the slaughter of untold millions? Who could have

We seek in this conference to stand within that Can-

through speech and communicates with creatures

recently, however, preachers could assume that if

already sought without knowing. But was that reli-

ogy, and by powerful ideological forces making the

dreamed that humans would be capable of ideologi-

dler tradition of free inquiry and passion for social

through speech. The medium of God’s revelation to

the word was proclaimed clearly and passionately, it

gious instinct solely a matter of the heart’s natural

argument that the beginning of human liberation is

cally inspired genocide on the scale of the Shoah in

justice. We attempt to do theology in a prophetic

humans is the word, expressed first through creation

would find a hearing in human hearts. A few stones

longing, or was it also a consequence of cultural

the banishment of religious piety. Secularity—defin-

Nazi Germany or the Gulag Archipelago of Stalin or

mode by considering four issues, which in our judg-

itself, then through God’s self-disclosure in law,

may need to be cleared; the birds and the weeds need

formation?

ing reality solely in terms of matter, seeing the world

the killing fields of Pol Pot?    

ment demand our best attention now, and will, in

prophecy, and wisdom. God’s Word, we confess, is

to be controlled, but there is always good soil for the

all likelihood, continue to demand the attention of

most fully revealed through the incarnation of God’s

seed to take root and grow.

In 1914, the great theological centers of Europe

theologians through the coming century: theologi-

Son Jesus Christ, in his embodied presence among

showed themselves unaware of the cataclysmic

cal imagination and secularization; the image of

humans, in his scandalous death, and in his glorious

events that the 20th century would bring and ill-

God in contemporary society; creation and the care

exaltation as Lord. Through the presence of God’s

equipped to respond to them when they occurred.

of the earth; and the kingdom of God and global

Holy Spirit, we also affirm, God’s Word continues

Theological responses to war, genocide, and social

pluralism.

oppression tended to be weak and late. No sur-

not as mystery but as a set of interlocking problems
We know that there have always been thoroughly

and answers—is now no longer the quirk of idiosyn-

secular people, who defined themselves explicitly

cratic individuals or of odd groups. It is the defin-

There were always problems posed to effective

by what they saw and touched, and who lived their

ing element of First World culture, supported and

preaching by cultural diversity, to be sure; thus, the

lives in disregard of the divine. But such folk were

reinforced by politics, commerce, and education.

persistent concern to translate the Scriptures into

historically a tiny minority, and their secular stance

to be spoken in and through the experiences of men

language intelligible to people in diverse settings—if

was actively discouraged by societies that supported

The theological challenge facing us today is there-

and women. The gift and task of the church, there-

people could only hear of God’s wonders in words

and rewarded religious adherence. Take for example

fore more radical than for the founders of Candler,

prise, then, that the founders of Candler, with a tiny

The four topics have several characteristics in com-

fore, is to be the place in the world where the Word

of their own, they would recognize God’s Word and

the Greco-Roman culture within which Christianity

who could assume in their students and in their

faculty, few students, and truly meager resources,

mon that recommend them to our attention. They

of God is truly embodied and powerfully expressed,

respond to it in faith. But the optimism of Christian

found its first and most lasting success. The struc-

congregants both a language and a perception of the

would have kept their eyes fixed mainly on the

are all grounded in Scripture and the Creed, and

so that the power and presence of God that is only

preaching was always based on the premise that

ture of that society supported a piety embracing both

world shaped by religious convictions and commit-

catechetical and doxological dimensions of theology

involve convictions close to the core of Christian

implicitly present within human experience might

humans, no matter how alienated their existence or

politics and religion in a single vision, and the form

ments, who knew that when they spoke of sacri-

as they sought to form ministers for the Methodist

identity. They have all been the subject of examina-

be brought to full articulation within the community

how depraved their behavior, still had a longing for

of education reinforced this vision, so that Greeks

fice for others, of seeking God’s will, or of values

Episcopal Church, South.

tion in the earlier theological tradition. They all

gathered by the Holy Spirit in the name of Jesus.

the truth that enabled them both to hear and obey

and Romans thought naturally in terms of a “city of

transcending self-interest, such ideas were already

God’s call.

gods and men.”

familiar to those culturally shaped by late Chris-

involve developments in history and culture, making
Mainly, but not entirely. In the great battle between

them especially attractive to this school’s habit of

The theological tradition has naturally devoted

fundamentalism and modernism that has domi-

practicing theology contextually. And they all are

sustained attention to the revelatory word, debating

According to this premise, humans have a natural

Today, that historical premise for proclamation is no

Today, theology must come to grips with a radical

nated American theology from the time of Candler’s

under serious threat in the contemporary world.

the ways by which God’s Word in Scripture is best

tropism toward God: People have a longing for

longer obvious. The challenge facing theology today

and pervasive secularity that makes speaking of God

interpreted, inquiring into the adequacy of human

something more than the everyday world offers

with respect to God’s Word is not disordered religi-

at all increasingly strange, even quaint, and must

founding, this school aligned itself quickly and

tendom. No such assumption can be made today.

consistently with modernism. The reputation of

Theological Imagination and Secularization

speech to express divine mysteries, distinguishing

them. Christian preaching historically found suc-

osity but the apparent absence of religious sensibility

come to grips with the fact that the effects of secular-

being “liberal”—that is, of encouraging and sup-

The first issue is that of the Word of God. No need

between the orders of natural and supernatural rev-

cess among those who were in one way or another

in the contemporary First World, an absence carved

ism affect in profoundly corrupting ways even those

porting free inquiry into Scripture and tradition—

to defend the centrality of this topic within Christian

elation, identifying the ways that God’s Word calls

already religious. The Gospel provided a distinctive

out of human consciousness by the Enlightenment,

who profess religious belief. The challenge of how

has been Candler’s throughout its history, with not

faith. Scripture declares that God creates the world

humans to the obedience of faith. Until relatively

and convincing version of a truth that their hearts

by the astounding successes of science and technol-

we might speak God’s Word today is real, serious,
and not for the weak of heart.
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The Image of God in Contemporary Society

attention to our actual mortal bodies, for through

imperative to treat humans differently because they

on human relations; the tale of human savagery and

in creation. Candler’s founders had no sense of the

Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of

The second issue is the image of God in contempo-

them we find God’s Spirit disclosed in the world.

are stamped with God’s image. The third statement

violence is both long and dismal. People have been

issue: Though coined in 1873, the term “ecology”

Eden to till it and to keep it,” and placed strict bound-

rary society. The conviction that humans are created

Not only changes in human consciousness, then,

of it in Genesis 9:6 declares, “Whoever sheds the

conquering each other in war, raping and pillag-

was not used in reference to human interactions

aries to the human exploitation of the garden’s fruits

in the image of God is one that derives entirely from

but also changes in human bodies are significant for

blood of a human by a human shall that person’s

ing, taking others into captivity, and degrading

with the environment until the 1960s. Now, it forms

(Gen 2:15-17).

Scripture rather than the observation of human

thinking about the image of God. Today, the digital

blood be shed, for in his own image God made

other people apparently as long as they have been

a major dimension of our awareness of the world.

behavior. It is a perfect example of the way Scripture

revolution is changing our culture with unparalleled

humankind,” and the last in James 3:9 decries the

aware of each other. But it can legitimately be asked

does not so much describe the world as imagine a

speed, and promises to alter even the structures of

evil use of the tongue: “with it we bless the Lord and

whether over the hundred years since Candler was

The distorted Christian vision of humanity’s place

Bible or Christian theology. Christians lived for centu-

world, and invite us, by imagining the world in the

human consciousness. Medical technology has in-

Father, and with it we curse those who are made in

founded, the pitch and pace of human savagery has

in the cosmos has taken two main forms. The first

ries with these views in remarkable harmony with other

same way, to make it real. We should never have

creased longevity and enabled an astonishing range

the likeness of God.” Paul similarly links bearing the

not made both a quantitative and qualitative leap.

derives from the powerful dualistic view of the world

creatures. Indeed, material exploitation and despolia-

come to such a perception on our own, but we are

of physical alterations: organ transplants, prosthe-

image of Christ and the way we treat others: “When

It may be, in fact, that this past century has seen

that we associate in its mild form with Christian

tion are far more the result of attitudes and practices

schooled by Scripture to regard ourselves and every

ses, plastic surgery, transgendering, cloning—all

you sin against the brothers, and wound their weak

an unprecedented convergence of human cruelty,

Platonism and in its severe form with Gnosticism:

that have developed in direct opposition to classical

other human as bearing the impress of the divine.

these transmogrifications press on us serious reflec-

conscience, you sin against Christ” (1 Cor. 8:12). The

technological capacity, and ideological justifica-

Matter is at best a shell for the spirit and at worst a

Christian tenets. It is the spirit of the Enlightenment,

As Saint Paul insists, “Just as we have borne the im-

tion on what human identity might mean in the face

dignity, even the sacrality, of human life, and the

tion, leading to forms of genocide, enslavement,

prison; the point of human existence is to liberate

after all, that seeks to demystify everything, reduce

age of the man of dust, we will also bear the image

of such malleability. What might it mean to be

basis for all claims to religious and other rights, is

discrimination, and degradation that former ages

the soul from the body. In this construction, the no-

mystery to problem, magic to statistics. Cartesian

of the man from heaven” (1 Cor. 15:49).

created in the image of God when we or our neigh-

located in the special character of the human person

could scarcely have imagined, and which makes any

tion of “caring for the earth” is a form of entangle-

dualism did more than Christian mysticism to cultivate

bors are cyborgs?

as created in God’s image. How we treat our neigh-

effort to think creatively about the human person a

ment with that deceptive materiality from which the

the perception of the body as a machine and the world

bor is the measure of our response to God.

perilous proposition. Recovering some sense of this

soul ought to flee. A more contemporary form of

as the mind’s laboratory. Above all, it has been the

most fragile and precious of theological convictions

such dualism is the fervent expectation of the rescue

spirit of capitalism—in tension with the Christian

Christian theological anthropology is thus inher-

Ecological blindness is not entirely the fault of the

ently complex and tension-filled. On one side,

Speaking of the neighbor, our convictions con-

Scripture proposes a truth about ourselves that

cerning God’s impress on humans demands that

The historical record from Cain and Abel to the kill-

is difficult, not least because of the overwhelming

of the elect from the earth where they have been

ideal of sharing possessions—that has fostered

we could never imagine on our own; on the other

we think in moral as well as ontological terms.

ing fields of Rwanda, however, does not suggest that

amount of experience that seems to contradict it. As

trapped, with their being swept up to heaven, leaving

competitive acquisition as the measure of human

side, Scripture also instructs us to pay the closest

Scripture’s language, in fact, tends to focus on the

this doctrine has had much of a positive influence

Gerard Manley Hopkins lamented concerning God’s

the planet to conflagration and destruction.

success, and has reduced all things material and

grandeur, “generations have trod, have trod, have

MICHELANGELO, SISTINE CHAPEL: ERICH LESSING / ART RESOURCE, NY

“We are schooled by Scripture to regard every
human as bearing the impress of the divine.”
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spiritual to marketplace commodities.

trod; and all is seared with trade; bleared, smeared

If the Gnostic version saw only the soul worth saving

with toil; and wears man’s smudge and shares man’s

and regarded all other creatures with at best benign

More than anything else, the effects of technological

smell: the soil is bare now, nor can foot feel, being

neglect, a second theological position—one based

revolution—and the human population explosion

shod.” It is difficult, but it is also necessary directly

squarely on a certain understanding of humans be-

such technology supports—have fundamentally

in proportion to its difficulty.

ing created in the image of God—adopted a far more

altered the relation between humans and the rest of

aggressive stance toward creatures regarded as lower

creation. The impact of our insatiable growth and

Creation and Care of the Earth

links on the great chain of being. The scriptural war-

consumption on the survivability of the human

That frightening quotation from Hopkins serves as

rant for such a sense of superiority is clear enough.

species as well as every other species is something

a transition to our third topic, creation and the care

Having created male and female in God’s image,

we are still struggling to comprehend. The impact

of the earth. The crisis of the present moment can be

“God blessed them, and God said to them, ‘Be fruit-

could not have been understood a hundred years ago,

seen as shaped by the collision of two realities. The

ful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and

when the consequences of the human drive for power,

first is the recognition that Christians have partici-

have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the

possessions, and pleasure—abetted by mind-boggling

pated in practices deriving from a distorted vision of

birds of the air and over every living thing that moves

technological prowess and multiplied by swarming

the human place in God’s creation. The second is the

upon the earth’” (Gen 1:28). This majestic impera-

populations—could not yet even be imagined. Nature

sudden and shocking realization that such practices

tive has historically overshadowed the humbler but

still seemed to be infinitely vast, infinitely rich and

threaten to damage or even destroy the work of God

now suddenly more persuasive scene where “The

varied in life and resource, even infinitely frightening

7/16/15 10:17 AM
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those doing the deciding. From the start, authentic

how corrupt the alliance between Christian mission

for the world as well as for the church, as the themes

belief was defined in terms of an absolute either/or,

and Western political ambition truly was. Islam

we have chosen.

and located in contrast to rival seekers after God:

has awakened from its centuries-long slumber to

among the Gentiles, there could be only darkness,

become the fastest growing religion on the planet,

Second, it may be objected that the topics are insuf-

no light; among the Jews, there could be only blind-

making claims concerning God’s rule and its con-

ficiently theological, in the sense that they do not

ness, not sight. The practice of Gentile religion

nection to the state that are eerily reminiscent of

derive directly from the church’s confession or

was demonic; the practice of Judaism was stubborn

Christianity’s Constantinian dalliance. The Gentile

lead directly to prayer and piety. They tilt rather to

disobedience.

religions of the present—above all those of India

cultural analysis and ethics, are perhaps too much

and China—are in our schools and playgrounds.

critical and not enough doxological. Our answer to

Defining by exclusion continues in the long tradition

The secularization of the so-called First World has

this is simply that this is the way we do theology here

of heresiology: Getting anything wrong means get-

revealed the powerful ideological forces that not

at Candler. Over the several decades that we have

when compared to human strength and cunning. We

sense of wonder and reverence at God’s work, that

themselves either optimistically in terms of God’s

ting everything wrong and falling outside the realm

only diminish the role of Christianity in society but

tried to learn and to teach how to think theologically

could not leap into space, look down on our beloved

leads to a sense of appreciation for the equality and

presence now, or, more pessimistically, in terms

of God’s rule. In a time of relatively robust ecumen-

challenge the default premise favoring religion. In

within social and pastoral contexts, we have now

planet, and see it as a stunningly beautiful yet sud-

necessary reciprocity among all beings, that yields

of God’s triumph in the future. There was also the

ism among families of Christians today, it is helpful

short, Christians and Christian theology must today

become unable to think of theology as a subject that

denly fragile blue marble. But now we have so seen

dispositions and practices that are more profoundly

question of the relationship of God’s rule to human

to remember that at the time of Candler’s founding,

come to grips with a pluralism that is both global

ever lacks cultural dimensions and ethical entail-

it, and that makes all the difference.

in accord with God’s vision for the world. It is a

kingdoms. With Constantine’s establishment of

scurrilous attacks between Catholics and Protestants

and radical.

ments. And we are convinced that this is just the sort

challenge we might not have chosen, but it is one

Christianity as the religion of the empire, the church

were standard fare, missions to Africa were regarded

we must engage, for the stakes could not be higher.

began a misalliance with human political power

in terms of an urgent rescue of pagan babies from

On this topic, we truly are at the starting point.

that lasted until very recently, and that made it

the clutch of demons, and theological Jew-baiting

With regard to the question of the church and the

Finally, each of these themes taken by itself could

was common in Christian sermons.

world, we need to start over. The task is massive and

command the attention of many such conferences.

demanding. We are not sure how to reread Scripture

We are well aware that taking them on all together

Putting aside the question of blame, there are three
reasons why Christians now bear a distinctive

of theology our world most needs.

responsibility for responding to the ecological crisis.

The Kingdom of God and Global Pluralism

seem fitting to wed evangelism to colonialism.

First, there are more Christians in the world than ad-

The final issue again demands the reassessment of

Only with the hammer blows to religion’s establish-

herents of any other religion; what Christians think

traditional teaching in light of contemporary cir-

ment struck by political revolution in the United

All of this theological map-making was carried out

and the tradition with sufficiently fresh eyes. But at

in such a short span of time can make our treatment

and do matters. Second, of all the world’s religions,

cumstances. In this case it is the conviction, rooted

States, France, and Russia has the church found

with supreme indifference to what might actually

stake is the authenticity and integrity of Christian

appear introductory and superficial. It is our hope,

Christianity has been uniquely corrupted by the spirit

in the preaching of Jesus himself, that God is king

itself largely unsupported by civil government

be happening—still less what God might be up

preaching within a world that truly is under God’s

though, that our conversation will bring to light

of modernity, that combination of Enlightenment

of the universe and, as Jesus expressed in his prayer,

and able at last to embrace the diaspora awareness

to—among Jews and the countless Gentiles who had

rule rather than ours.

other dimensions of each topic, and that by putting

reason, technology, individualism, commodification,

that God desires his will to be done on earth as it is

that was natural to it in the first four centuries

never heard of Jesus or perhaps had never heard

and consumerism; conversion is called for. Third,

in heaven. In Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians,

of its existence.   

of him apart from the sinister implications of

CONCLUSION

ate the interconnections among them. We do not

Christianity is the dominant religion in the parts

a corollary of Jesus’ exaltation to God’s right hand

Western imperialism.

These, then, are the theological issues that we seek

pretend to know ahead of time how our theological

of the world most responsible for the despoliation

is that Christ rules over all cosmic powers until he

Despite such uncertainties, Christian theologians

to address in this conference. Let me conclude by an-

conversation will turn out. But we do not intend to

of the earth’s resources; because of their privileged

gives over final sovereignty to God, so that God

have always been confident about declaring who was

Christian theologians were like pre-Copernican

ticipating three objections to the agenda we have set.

close a conversation. We want to start a conversation

position, the conversion of Christians is the most

will be “all things in all things.” The Nicene Creed

to be included and who excluded from God’s rule,

astronomers who could draw exquisite charts of the

important and can have the greatest impact.

declares as the hope of the Christian people the

or to put it more precisely, who would experience

stars and planets visible to those resting comfortably

First, our selection of topics omits issues of arguably

school and be a prophetic voice for the church and

expectation of a kingdom that shall never end.

that rule positively as salvation and who as damna-

on the planet they complacently assumed was the

even greater urgency and visibility. Why not speak

world. So, let’s get started.  n

tion. Outside the church, the slogan said, there was

center of the universe. The past hundred years have

prophetically to the issue of ecumenism and church

Conversion is not a matter of each of us doing our

all these topics into play at one time, we can appreci-

that can help shape the next hundred years of this

bit by recycling. The change required is massive. It

But convictions concerning the kingdom of God

no salvation. A great deal of Christian self-definition

rudely jerked us from that state of complacency to

unity, the historical Jesus, the prosperity Gospel, or

requires a change of mind as well as of the heart.

have never been easy to correlate with conditions

over the centuries—involving an astonishing amount

a lonelier and more isolated place in a Copernican

the persistent conflict among Christians between

You can view a video of this address online at

And this is precisely the theological challenge:

on the ground. Christians from the beginning

of intellectual passion and energy—has conse-

universe. The tragedy of the Holocaust has revealed

fundamentalist and modernist? While not denying

vimeo.com/candler.

to think of God’s creation and of the relation of

experienced a tension between the already and the

quently been devoted to deciding issues of inclusion

the rot that lay at the center of Christian superses-

the importance of taking a stance on each of these

humans to other creatures in ways that restore the

not yet of God’s dominion, with believers locating

and exclusion, always to the advantage, to be sure, of

sionism. The collapse of colonialism has revealed

issues, they are not of such fundamental importance,
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Echoes of Prophetic Voices: A Recap of the Centennial Conference

The three-day event consisted of academic presenta-

The presenters and respondents rose to that chal-

and despair that must have overcome the sailors who

tions by Candler faculty members, with responses

lenge, engaging these “real world” problems with

accompanied Christopher Columbus on his 1492

from distinguished guest panelists and questions

intellectual finesse, theological insight, and lively

expedition, after weeks of floating in open water.

from the audience. Each of the presentations cen-

discourse. Together, these prophetic voices started

When land birds began to appear in the skies above

tered on a theme deliberately crafted and selected

a conversation that can help shape Candler, the

the ship, the crew joyfully shouted, “Land ahead!”

by Candler’s Centennial Committee, chaired by

church, and the world in the next hundred years.

Candler used this story to illustrate how humans

Luke Timothy Johnson, R.W. Woodruff Professor

sail, despondent, on “uncharted waters” until “the

of New Testament and Christian Origins. Johnson

Theological Imagination and Secularization

great birds of the kingdom come singing in the

introduced the four themes in his opening keynote,

Associate Professor of Preaching and Ethics Ted A.

sails,” and we know there is land ahead.

“Meeting the Theological Challenges of the New

Smith opened Prophetic Voices’ first full day with

Century”: theological imagination and seculariza-

“Great Birds of the Kingdom,” considering two

“Candler used the story of the land birds to illustrate

tion, the image of God in the contemporary world,

forms of sermon narratives: the typological narra-

his point that God sends signs of hope when we need

creation and the care of the earth, and the kingdom

tive, popular among the Puritans in the 17th century,

them,” Smith said. “Because all the theological sig-

of God and global pluralism. [See p. 12 to read his

and the illustrative narrative, which rose to promi-

nificance resided in that point, and because the story

address.]

nence in the 18th century and is still the most

connected to the point only as Candler made the

common sermon narrative today. Smith proposed

connection, Candler preached as if the events of the

“These were identified as issues that are distinctive

that the decline of typological sermons and the rise

story had no theological significance in themselves.”

to our age in a way that they weren’t when Candler

of the illustrative signaled a shift toward secularism

was founded a century ago,” Johnson said.

—but this is not necessarily a reason for concern,

In the earlier typological narratives of the Puri-

he said.

tans, preachers paired a thing, person or event—a

Regarding the title “Prophetic Voices,” Johnson

Echoes of Prophetic Voices:
A Recap of the Centennial Conference
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“type”—with an “antitype” that represented its ful-

emphasized that “prophecy” in this context should

Smith’s example of an illustrative sermon came

fillment. “Such stories worked through connections

not be translated as predicting the future, but as

from Bishop Warren Akin Candler, co-founder of

that were found, not made, by the preacher,” Smith

discerning God’s Word in everyday life and speaking

Candler School of Theology. In a sermon nearly a

said. Puritans held that those connections existed to

that Word to the world. Thus, instead of choosing

century ago, Bishop Candler described the anxiety

be found because God had established them out of

isolation, a prophet must live fully engaged within
the world.

Ted A. Smith

Some of the best minds in theological education gathered at Candler this spring for
an academic conference on the pressing issues facing theology in the coming century.
Part of Candler’s yearlong Centennial Celebration, “Prophetic Voices: Confronting
Theological Challenges of the Next Century,” sponsored by the McDonald Agape
Foundation, featured a dozen renowned theologians from Candler and beyond who  
considered new responses to the new conditions that surround us.
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“Points of stories
declare our hope for
something more...
our trust in a story
with a better ending.”

KAY HINTON / EPV

By Claire Asbury Lennox
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God’s gracious desire to be known. Smith recounted

rative of decline does not take into account the fact

ety comes down not to secularization, but to a lack

In terms of universality, Marshall argued that the

cited the concept of moral injury, studied in-depth

and bodies becoming “enmeshed” with technology,

Puritan pastor John Winthrop’s 1630 sermon to his

that humans are finite beings that develop over time.

of reverence for humankind. “I find myself having

imago Dei is both a Christian criterion for justice and

over recent decades of war, when veterans “feel as

from communication and business to medicine and

congregation aboard a ship heading for New Eng-

“We cannot undo the deep shifts of many centuries

to explain that yes, I am a Christian, but I’m not

a theological statement. All inequities, whether they

if they lost their souls in combat and are no longer

implanted devices that prolong life. “The physical

land, where Winthrop declared that God’s deliver-

simply by changing the way we tell sermon stories.”

angry. I don’t hate anybody.” Soskice described

are based on economics, race, gender or other ele-

who they once were.”

and psychological boundaries between the person

ance of the Puritans to the New World had created

Secondly, a narrative of decline fails to see that the

prophetic Christians as those who act when called

ments of difference, are violations of the imago Dei.

a covenant between them, making the Puritans an

shift from elect-conscious typological sermons to

upon, even when there are grave consequences.

And yet, the agents of those inequities are not left

Healing from such inner wounds, as victim or perpe-

vanishing.” What is the imago Dei when the organic

antitype to the Israelites, God’s original covenant

more democratic illustrative sermons fit with the

“Jesus calls us ‘friends,’ not servants,” she said.

out of that blessed image. “We must, surely, stumble

trator, is also a process; it takes what Marshall calls

and the inorganic aspects of humanity are so closely

people. In Winthrop’s sermon, the relationship be-

cultural reforms “in the name of equality for all.”

“The servant does what he is told, which doesn’t

a bit when we recall that all persons are created in

“a journey of grace.” She noted the healing work and

intertwined?

tween the two communities was no mere persuasive

Finally, a narrative of decline does not recognize the

require initiative. Friends take initiative. A friend

God’s image,” Marshall said. “Not only the op-

process of affirmation taken on just this year by Can-

invention of the preacher’s imagination; it was seen

richness that comes from the role that humans play

sees his friend’s need and says, ‘I can help with this.

pressed, but also the oppressor; not only the victim,

dler students in the “Black Lives Matter” movement

Creation and the Care of the Earth

as real, Smith said.

in making meaning.

Here I am, Lord. Send me.’”

but also the perpetrator…Each and every one of them

and in advocacy for death row inmate Kelly Gissen-

Charles Howard Candler Professor of Old Testament

is also created in the image of God.”

daner. “The students here not only affirm the image

Carol A. Newsom’s presentation, “Understanding

The rise of modern science, religious pluralism, and

“Stories about this world have meaning not because

The Image of God in the Contemporary World

of God that narratives of violence have diminished

and Hope in a Time of Climate Change: A Conversa-

increasing social and geographic mobility in the late

we tell them in a particular way, but because the

Associate Professor of Christian Ethics and Conflict

That realization, Marshall continued, goes deeper

and disregarded, but they also bear that image into

tion with the Bible,” began in the context of Can-

18th and 19th centuries catalyzed the shift from the

world itself is part of a much larger story,” he said.

Transformation Ellen Ott Marshall presented “Af-

when connected to the relationality that informs the

this world of great need and pain.”

dler’s first 100 years.  When the school was founded

typological sermon narrative to the illustrative. “The

“Points of stories, even if we make them, declare our

firmation and Accountability: Ethical Dimensions

imago Dei. “It is even more arresting to realize that

shift happened because deep changes in background

hope for something more. They declare our trust in a

of ‘That Blessed Image.’” The “blessed image” she

the perpetrators of violence are not only made in

Marshall concluded that though we all face the daily

human progress would move, and the severe dam-

beliefs made typology less plausible than illustra-

story with a better ending.”

referred to is the concept of imago Dei, the idea that

the image of God like I am; but that they are made

challenge of affirming and reflecting the image of

age that so-called progress would cause the earth’s

all humans are made in the image of God. Affirming

in the image of God with me,” she said. “The imago

God in the world, there is a more particular chal-

environment. Today, she said, there is near certainty

tion,” Smith explained.

and the tool are increasingly blurred to the point of

in 1914, no one could foresee the rate at which

Pulitzer Prize-winning author Marilynne Robinson

this idea, Marshall said, is one of the great prophetic

Dei is not only a declaration of personhood; it is a

lenge for theological education: maintaining imago

that humanity’s actions have impacted the earth so

Acknowledging that some may view this shift as

and Janet Soskice of the University of Cambridge

challenges for the 21st century. “If we take the imago

declaration of relationship. We share a common root

Dei’s dynamism, vibrancy, and coherence, while

negatively that it would require thousands of years to

a narrative of decline in theological imagination,

served as guest panelists at the session. Robinson

Dei seriously, we cannot dismiss anyone as unworthy

system. With this argument, imago Dei emerges as

avoiding its fragmentation, instrumentalism, and

repair. “The world that comes after this century will

Smith argued against that perspective. First, a nar-

suggested that perhaps the lack of faith in our soci-

of care or beyond redemption.”

a theological foundation for restorative justice and

idolatry. This “sits at the feet of theological educa-

be very different from the one that existed before,

processes of reconciliation.”

tion, particularly theological education that seeks to

much poorer in biodiversity, much less hospitable to

be prophetic.”

many species,” Newsom said. “At the same time, I

The imago Dei has its basis in Scripture but comes

LISA STONE

Ellen Ott Marshall
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“All inequities, whether
based on economics,
race, gender or other
elements of difference,
are violations of the
imago Dei.”

to a fuller depiction in life as we live it, Marshall

Process applies to both desecration and healing. “An

said. “The imago Dei is informed by our experiences

act of violence is never an isolated or encapsulated

M. Shawn Copeland of Boston College and Steven J.

in the world. We understand more fully [its] pro-

event,” Marshall noted. “It is always part of a larger

Kraftchick of Candler were the panelists. Copeland

In Genesis, Adam and Eve’s eating from the tree of

found meaning…by truly attending to bodies,

story.” The same applies to violation of the imago Dei.

emphasized the concept of the Word made flesh, as

knowledge gives them access to what Newsom calls

in their destruction, brokenness, healing, restora-

But that sense of a broader story means that the im-

stated at the beginning of John’s Gospel. She also

a “divine capacity” that humans are not equipped

tion, and transformation.” For Marshall, the image

pact of violence and violation blurs the lines between

cited Irenaeus of Lyon, who believed that imago Dei

to handle wisely: the capacity for reflective self-

of God in contemporary society is not so much an

perpetrator and victim. “As we explore the details of

was situated in the body. “Christ, Irenaeus tells us,

consciousness. “We are both splendid, and very, very

exercise in doctrinal definition as an engagement

a life, we see the formation and transformation of

is the visible image of the invisible God. Further,

dangerous,” Newsom said. When God discovers the

with an expansive and dynamic project of faith

personhood over time. We see the ways in which the

Christ is the perfect human being…the comingling

couple’s transgression, God declares, “Cursed be

comprising three elements: universality, relational-

imago Dei gets buried beneath acts of abuse,” Mar-

and union of the soul receiving the spirit of God

the earth on account of you.”

ity, and process.

shall said. “And, most powerfully, we see that this

and joined to the flesh, which was molded after the

burial occurs in the life of those inflicting violence

image of God.” Kraftchick dealt with the concept

There is a deep irony, Newsom noted, in that

as well as those receiving it.” As an example, she

of transhumanism, the process of human brains

human-held divine capacity: “Such ability to

do not see the future in dystopian terms.”
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distinguish between what’s good and what’s bad

Christians of various stripes.” He recounted the

This includes fresh perspectives regarding Western

the kingdom of God “versus” pluralism, but that

can only be wielded wisely by divine beings who can

biblical story of the tower of Babel, one that is

theological education. Hanciles proposed that a

the kingdom of God stretches to include the other.

look upon the whole vast nexus of causes and their

typically interpreted from the angle of “pride and

“fundamental reorientation” is required if theologi-

Robert closed with the Road to Emmaus story,

effects. Humans see too narrowly and so make dev-

punishment.” But from a different angle, Hanciles

cal programs in the West are to integrate global

which, she said, reminds us that we are a post-

astatingly bad decisions that look good at the time.

argued, the people’s desire to build a city simply

perspectives in order to offer the best education for

Resurrection community on a pilgrimage in the

This is a tragic structure in our very being.”

shows their desire for a stable life in the midst of

the next generation. “Leading theological institu-

company of strangers, where Christ is revealed to us

constant movement. Perhaps the builders’ action

tions like Candler must address this need as a matter

in the breaking of the bread.

“was prompted not by sinful rebellion, but rather

of priority and academic integrity,” he said.

At the center of her talk were two interpretations of
time: Deuteronomistic time and apocalyptic time.
Deuteronomistic time stems from the narrative story
told in Genesis through 2 Kings; Newsom described

Carol Newsom

tions of the parents have consequences for the lives
of their children.” In particular, humans’ time of

a natural human resistance to migration and the
forces of dispersion,” he said. When the text is
interpreted this way, Hanciles continued, “the divine
plan for humanity is not one language but a plurality
of languages, not one location but global dispersion,

LISA STONE

it as humanity’s perception of time, when “the ac-

“We have been enchanted
by the idols of our own
making, and we are being
called to account...”

not a single name or cultural identity but a multiplic-

response to the crisis of climate change falls under

ity of cultures.”

“The dramatic rise of
immigrant communities
means that Western
societies are increasingly
pluralistic.”

the category of Deuteronomistic time. “It is a time

with hope. “We often think of the city as the symbol

issue. People of faith should be leading the move-

in which we realize that we have been enchanted by

of all that is wrong with human ways of being. But

ment toward a clean economy.” Norman Wirzba

Hanciles noted the growing reach of Islam, Hindu-

the idols of our own making,” Newsom said. “And

as we envision a transformed future for our planet,

of Duke University, the second respondent, focused

ism, Buddhism and Christianity, and the massive

we are being called to account by prophetic voices

a healing future, it will not help to think in terms

on what he called two “troubling” elements of

impact of globalization and immigration on the

who demand that we look at the consequences of

of romanticized nostalgia, a return to some pure

theological education today: first, that it is too

spread of these religions, in particular what he called

our idolatry.”

hunter-gatherer past. The city is no longer the sign

anthropocentric, assuming that nothing else matters

“the re-emergence of Christianity as a non-Western

of our fallenness but because it is the place where

but human flourishing. “How can God be affirmed

religion.” On the other side, the dramatic rise of im-

Apocalyptic time, on the other hand, takes a wider

God dwells, it becomes the source of the healing of

when creation is not?” Secondly, he noted that too

migrant communities means that Western societies

view, as illustrated in Revelation 21:1: “Then I saw a

the land.”

often, theological education is treated only as a pass-

as a whole are increasingly pluralistic, with huge im-

ing on of information, resulting in a loss of contexts

plications for religious encounter and change. The

“Navigating the new and exciting frontiers of the

Within a Broad Arc

that require theological reflection.

most dynamic and fastest growing churches in the

world Christian movement calls for multiple lenses

In his keynote, Luke Timothy Johnson said, “The

U.S. today are either linked to immigrant communi-

and critical embrace of a multiplicity of voices and

theologian as prophet does not stand above or apart

new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and

LISA STONE

Jehu Hanciles

the first earth had passed away.” Newsom admit-

Still, Newsom emphasized that thinking in terms

ted that when she first began studying it, she found

of apocalyptic time does not take away human-

apocalyptic time irredeemably anti-environmental,

ity’s responsibility to the world or grief over the

The Kingdom of God and Global Pluralism

ties or incorporate a wide range of racial and cultural

experiences. Our commitment to the kingdom of

from the context of ordinary life, but stands solidly

seemingly envisioning “a disposable world.”

environmental scars humans create. This wider

D.W. and Ruth Brooks Associate Professor of World

groups in their structures.

God requires unwavering determination to affirm

within life as shared by all.” Though each topic

context should instead serve as a call to action. “The

Christianity Jehu J. Hanciles offered “Fish of Every

and cultivate ‘fish of every kind.’”  

and presentation throughout the Prophetic Voices

With further analysis, though, Newsom found

theological resources of our tradition offer us ways

Kind: The Kingdom of God and Global Pluralism,”

Acknowledging this increase in global pluralism,

apocalyptic time to be an indispensible element

of living with understanding of who we are, with

the final presentation of the conference.

Hanciles called on the “kingdom of God” concept,

Candler’s Arun Jones read the paper of respondent

defining thread was clear: all humans, all people of

of the relationship between people of faith and

seriousness of purpose, and yet with the humility

which “evokes God’s presence and saving power in

Daniel Jeyaraj of Liverpool Hope University, who

faith, all Christians are part of a larger context and a

environmental activism. Apocalyptic time does not

that our actions—whether successful or not—are

As the futurists of the 1960s envisioned the im-

the world and expresses the good news of salvation

was unable to attend. Jeyaraj contended that only

wider story, something that has only become clearer

mean that humans evade their responsibility to the

enfolded in a process that will incorporate them into

pending new millennium, two striking omissions

for the poor and oppressed,” and which found its

together are we complete in Christ. He called on

in the 100 years since Candler’s founding. By con-

planet, she argued; it simply places Deuteronomis-

the larger story of divine faithfulness to creation.”

hindered their accuracy, said Hanciles: the lack of a

fullest manifestation in the life and ministry of Jesus.

Christians to look beyond local contexts, noting that

sidering, discussing, listening, and welcoming that

global perspective and no mention of religion.

Matthew 13:47 encapsulates what Hanciles called the

immigrant or ethnic churches often ask different

broad arc—by standing “solidly within life as shared

“pluralist intent” of Jesus’ message: “The kingdom

questions than do local established congregations.

by all”—may the life-giving Word of God resonate
even more profoundly in this second century.  n

tic, “real world” time in a broader context, “the story

conference acknowledged different challenges, one

of creation from its very beginnings until its ultimate

Panelist Sally G. Bingham of Interfaith Power and

end. This is not time on a human scale, but time on a

Light and The Regeneration Project was the first re-

The prognosticators’ homogenized thinking in pure

of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea

Jones himself then offered a response, saying that

divine scale—deep, cosmic time.”

spondent. Calling herself an environmental activist,

Western world terms was not a surprise to Hanciles.

and caught fish of every kind.” In this worldview,

economic, cultural and political homogenization

not a theologian, she emphasized that the ongoing

In fact, he reminded the audience, “The tendency

Hanciles said, “Our common commitment to the

work symbiotically and conflictually within global

Newsom pointed out that in biblical books such as

damage humans are inflicting on the world affects

to view the immeasurable diversity that character-

‘kingdom of God’ daily calls us to a new understand-

pluralism. Final panelist Dana Robert of Boston

You can view all conference sessions and

Revelation, the image of Eden is combined with the

more than the environment. “Climate change is

izes human existence as an unhelpful predicament

ing and fresh perspectives.”

University argued that in the 21st century, it is not

worship services online at vimeo.com/candler.

image of the city, a purposeful pairing she views

not just an environmental issue, but a social justice

has a long history, and remains prevalent among
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Required Reading

Required Reading
Whether it’s the wisdom of ancient saints and psychopaths, revisionist history, or prize-winning literature,
you’re sure to find something to intrigue you in the latest books recommended by Candler’s faculty.

History
Lesson

Beth Corrie, associate professor in the practice

“I am just finishing a small but wonderful book called

David Pacini, professor of historical theology, has

of youth ministry and peacebuilding, calls Mapping

The World of Saint Patrick,” says Arun Jones, Dan and

been diving into the works of Marilynne Robinson,

Exile and Return: Palestinian Dispossession and a Political

Lillian Hankey Associate Professor of World Evange-

the acclaimed author who recently visited Candler to

Theology for a Shared Future by Alain Epp Weaver a

lism. The book, edited by Philip Freeman, contains

participate in the “Prophetic Voices” conference. He

“watershed book.” As someone who cares deeply

some of the earliest Christian writings of Ireland, in-

recommends her most recent novel, Lila, as well as

about the impact theology has on the world, Cor-

cluding accounts of Saints Patrick, Brigid, and Brendan.

its companion volume, 2005’s Pulitzer Prize-winning

rie says she was particularly impressed with how

Noting that he picked up the volume in his pursuit to

Gilead. “Deep theological thinking often appears in

the author found a way to draw on theology to

read more literature in world Christianity, Jones says

stunning literature,” he says. These two works are

The Doc Holliday of legend is a gambler and gunman who appears out of

address one of the most difficult and intransigent

that he “found the collection a great delight, as well as

exemplars of that. Marilynne Robinson’s lyrical, spare,

nowhere in 1881, arriving in Tombstone just in time for the gunfight at the

religious and political issues today: justice and

a source of personal edification.”

and spiritual prose allows “even the faithless reader to

O.K. Corral. In Doc, Mary Doria Russell casts a fuller story of this “scared,

feel the possibility of transcendent order” (Slate).

sick, lonely boy, born for the life of a minor aristocrat in a world that ceased

peace in the Holy Land.
Associate Professor of New Testament Susan Hylen
James T. and Berta R. Laney Professor in Moral Leadership Robert Franklin has been reading Kevin Dutton’s “insightful, quirky, and humorous” The Wisdom
of Psychopaths: What Saints, Spies, and Serial Killers Can
Teach Us About Success. Franklin’s class on moral leadership entertains two questions posed by the book: Do
the saint and the psychopath somehow constitute two
transcendental sides of the same existential coin? And
why do people follow toxic leaders? Dutton answers
from his perspective as a research psychologist, offering a look into the nature of irrationality and leadership.

found The Hidden History of Women’s Ordination by Gary
Macy a compelling read. “Most of us have the idea that
ordination of women is entirely a modern phenomenon,
but Macy’s thesis—which he says surprised even him—
is that women were ordained for the first twelve hundred
years of Christianity,” she says. Macy draws on a wide
range of historical evidence including liturgies, literary
references, letters, and inscriptions to suggest that the
suppression of women’s ordination emerged in the 11th
and 12th centuries. “Accessible and intriguing,” the
book reshapes our image of the early church and its
relationship to women.

Doc: A Novel, by Mary Doria
Russell (Random House, 2011)

to exist at the end of the Civil War, trying to stay alive on the rawest edge of
Alison Lurie may be better known as a Pulitzer Prize-

the American frontier.”  

winning novelist, but it’s a nonfiction book that
captivated Ellen Echols Purdum, assistant dean of

Born to a prosperous Georgia family, classically educated and musically

student life and spiritual formation. She recommends

trained, John Henry Holliday (1851-1887) earned the degree of Doctor of

Lurie’s The Language of Houses: How Buildings Speak to

Dental Surgery before he was 21. When he developed tuberculosis, the

Us. Purdum says the book is more about formation

disease that had claimed his mother’s life, he knew exactly what kind of

than architecture, as “Lurie persuades the reader that

death he faced. In the vain hope that his health would improve in the hot,

the exterior and interior details of buildings—from

dry climate of the West, he left Atlanta and everything he loved in 1873 to

apartments to grade schools to houses of worship—

encounter characters like Wyatt Earp and Bat Masterson and gain an indel-

affect how we feel, behave, relate to others, and grow

ible place in American folklore.

as human beings.”
Historical fiction, if well written, can take a reader inside a character in a
way that works of “regular” biography or narrative history simply can’t.

A Wall Street Journal review spurred M. Patrick
Graham to read Our Kids: The American Dream in Crisis
by Robert Putnam. The Margaret A. Pitts Professor
of Theological Bibliography and director of the Pitts
Theology Library reports that the book uses portraits
of representative individuals to analyze the current
American landscape of societal fragmentation along
lines of class. The issues of income inequality and waning possibilities for upward economic mobility “will be
of interest to all who see responsibilities for the church
in these areas,” he says.
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Thanks to modern medicine, we are living longer than
ever before—but the end of life is still inevitable. When
it nears, do current medical practices help or hinder
us? That’s the topic addressed in Being Mortal by Atul
Gawande, recommended by Dean Jan Love. “My
husband and I are at the stage where we’re thinking
about end of life issues, both for ourselves and our
aging family members,” she says. “This book helps
readers focus on what really matters at the end.”

Jacob Wright, associate professor of Hebrew Bible,
calls Jennifer Egan’s Pulitzer Prize-winning A Visit from
the Goon Squad “stunning.” The cast of interconnected
characters with alternating voices, fluid treatment of
time and place, and stylistic experimentation are all
noteworthy, but Wright was fascinated by something
else. “What makes Egan’s writing so compelling is

The power of the author’s imagination enables the reader to understand
and experience the character’s emotions, attitudes, and thoughts as well
as actions, so that the character “comes alive” for the reader. Known for
her meticulous research and narrative drive, Mary Doria Russell writes
historical fiction exceptionally well. The scene near the end where Doc
plays Beethoven’s “Emperor” Concerto on a dance hall piano in Dodge City
moved me to tears.

the tension between the said and the unsaid—what
I find to be the most important aspect of writing in
general and something that makes the narratives of the

— Rex Matthews
Professor in the Practice of Historical Theology and Wesleyan Studies

Hebrew Bible so compelling,” he says.
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From Here to There

DR. KING’S VISION AND VALUES

that marked his public ministry, these were the

In December, CNN reported on racial differences in

We gather today to honor one of America’s greatest

animating vision and the innervating values that

how Americans view police and the criminal justice

moral leaders by taking his life and work seriously.

drove him forward.

system. According to their poll, 57 percent of white
Americans think none or almost none of their area

King’s life and legacy provide much for our reflec-

From Here to There:
Dr. King’s Vision, Our Current
Reality, and the Way Forward

tion on who moral leaders are, what they do, and the

King’s vision of interdependence has been creatively

police are prejudiced against blacks, while only 25

outcomes they enable. Moral leaders are women and

reformulated for our digital age in an exercise called

percent of non-white Americans had that percep-

men who act with integrity and imagination to serve

“100 People: A World Portrait.” It considers how

tion. White Americans were also much more likely to

the common good while striving to make people

a village of 100 people would be composed if the

believe that the criminal justice system treats blacks

better. This includes but is not limited to clergy. Be-

existing human ratios of the earth’s population were

fairly—50 percent felt that way, compared to 21

coming a moral agent, one who lives in accord with

applied. With this methodology, there would be 60

percent of non-whites polled.

deeply held ethical principles and moral values, is

Asians, 15 Africans, 14 people from the Americas,

hard work. The Greeks said the moral life is an agon,

and 11 Europeans.  There would be 33 Christians,

These divergent perceptions are rooted in very dif-

a daily struggle or contest. But to aspire to moral

22 Muslims, 14 Hindus, 7 Buddhists, 12 people who

ferent everyday experiences and perceptions of race,

leadership—a small leap beyond moral agency—is

practice another religion, and 12 people not aligned

class difference, and the functions of law enforce-

a more audacious enterprise.

with any religion. 83 would be able to read and write,

ment. People serving on grand juries who see police

but 17 people would not. Only 7 would have a col-

only as benevolent figures are not likely to indict

King was animated by a vision, and we should

lege degree, while 23 would not have shelter and 13

them in complicated cases. Whenever a close call

understand our responsibility for implementing his

would have no clean water to drink.

must be made, law enforcement will always get the
benefit of the doubt. As a society, we need to reckon

LISA STONE

vision. He was also driven by a framework of values.
His vision and values placed him at an historical

This is a portrait of stunning diversity and differ-

crossroad where he would provide the moral leader-

ence that invites an inclusive, generous, respectful

ship America required to align her reality with her

narrative capable of moving forward in peace. King’s

Time will not allow a full unpacking of the implica-

noble democratic rhetoric. King elaborates on his

metaphor of the world house offers that. It is a vision

tions of these varying perceptions, but I do want to

vision in his final book, Where Do We Go From Here:

that can implement components of human coopera-

draw your attention to the historical and legal reali-

Chaos or Community? In the last chapter, “The World

tion and understanding. As his vision lingers in the

ties that inform these views. In October 2014, the

House,” he writes:

mind, let us turn now to the reality of this hour.

Economic Policy Institute released a report by Richard Rothstein, the subtitle of which could serve as

“Some years ago a famous novelist died. Among his

By Robert M. Franklin, Jr.,

papers was found a list of suggested plots for future

James T. and Berta R. Laney

with these potentially lethal assumptions.

the theme for the evolution of urban America’s racial

stories, the most prominently underscored being this

OUR CURRENT REALITY: A THREAT TO
JUSTICE EVERYWHERE

one: ‘A widely separated family inherits a house in

The events of recent months and years have exposed

article is: “The Making of Ferguson,” but the subtitle

which they have to live together.’ This is the great

the danger of a society wanting for a vision of inter-

is “Public Policies at the Root of its Troubles.”

new problem of mankind. We have inherited a large

dependence and a narrative of equal justice for all.

house, a great ‘world house’ in which we have to live

Eric Garner, Michael Brown, Tamir Rice and others

Rothstein notes that while racial prejudices have led

together—black and white, Easterner and Westerner,

demonstrate that unarmed men of color face an

to the creation of white and black neighborhoods,

Gentile and Jew, Catholic and Protestant, Muslim

unacceptably high risk of being killed by a small

influential and intentional policies developed by

and Hindu—a family unduly separated in ideas,

number of law enforcement officers who regard

government officials and business leaders were

Candler and Emory and garnered the interest of media outlets from the Atlanta Journal-Consti-

culture and interest, who, because we can never

them through the lens of fear and prejudice, com-

also responsible for the residential segregation that

tution to the BBC News and USA Today. Several faculty members spoke at the protest, including

again live apart, must learn somehow to live with

plicated by situation-specific poor judgment. But it

has been the status quo in urban and small town

each other in peace.”

is important to understand that these high profile

America. Rothstein’s list of the offending policies

cases have exposed more than the history of bad

includes actions such as zoning decisions, restrictive

He goes on to describe people and life as “interde-

police-community relations. They also expose a

covenants, government subsidies that favored white

pendent” and “interrelated.” In the 13 short years

wider disturbing divide.

developments, lack of municipal services in poorer

Professor in Moral Leadership

On December 4, 2014, Candler students led a “die-in” protest on Emory’s campus, spurred by
recent grand jury decisions not to indict white police officers involved in the deaths of unarmed
black men. The peaceful protest attracted approximately 200 students, faculty, and staff from

Robert Franklin. In January 2015, Franklin delivered the following lecture during Emory’s King
Week honoring the life and legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
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polarization during the past century. The title of the
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merely tolerate—people who are different. Teach

vision—is to demonstrate our ethical commitment

them the art of civility and manners. Teach them

to inclusion by institutionalizing the world house.

to work, to love, to forgive, and to reconcile. This

How will we know we are achieving this? O’Mara

is parental work of care and discipline, but it is too

and Richter present benchmarks that institutions

important to leave to parents alone. We have done

can strive to meet. According to their guidelines,

that and reaped tragic consequences. Nor can a

we will be on the way when diversity and inclusion

government or the market teach them what they

aren’t isolated initiatives, but a true, embedded fac-

need to survive in this new world. If the village

tor in growth and success. We will be on the right

elders do not fill the void, the village idiots will.

path when everyone in an institution demonstrates
a belief that inclusivity is a key to success. We will

As police-community relations are sorted out, and as

be heading the right direction when we can credit

neighborhoods, and annexation and incorporation

helped attract a national cadre of talented young

pastor that the neighbors objected to a black buyer. The

pose and their great opportunity is to prepare

each of our households, neighborhoods, and houses

our accomplishments to our work becoming more

initiatives, all of which served to keep the

people. Black churches supported entrepreneurial

pastor held a prayer meeting for the neighborhood,

the next generation for the world.

of worship work on socializing our youth for the 21st

inclusive. And as we continue on the path, we must

races separate.

and social justice activism.

and the neighbors agreed to allow the Williams family

century, the third zone calls us all out of our ethnic

continually review our vision, initiatives, and goals

Part of that learning agenda—perhaps the hard-

and economic enclaves to the demanding work of

to ensure that we are doing all we can to achieve

est part—will be the psycho-social-spiritual and

reforming and reengineering our institutions, poli-

inclusion.

to purchase the home.  
I am personally intrigued and disturbed by these

In addition to residential and labor segregation, law

patterns of residential segregation because my

enforcement is part of the narrative. Many scholars

One white pastor, one lone and courageous pastor,

political work in our ethnic and economic enclaves.

cies, and practices through multi-racial, interfaith

family lived in this narrative. Our first home was in

and activists have commented on how law enforce-

helped open the door for this family and broke the

Whites must grapple with white privilege and myths

coalition-building. Moral leaders do not remain in

CONCLUSION

an all-black community on Chicago’s South Side.

ment was deployed not simply to serve and protect

silence of the faith community. Amidst the tragic color

of supremacy, a benefit not requested or earned

their zip codes or comfort zones, they venture, they

There is an alternative to our status quo. There is

Just before I came to Atlanta to attend Morehouse

local citizens, but also to patrol and protect color

narratives, there have been, are now, and must con-

but merely conferred by social systems and codes

push boundaries, and they explore and pioneer new

another script we can consult as we navigate the dif-

College, my family became the second black family

lines and class boundaries. Police became virtual

tinue to be moral leaders who transgress the racial reli-

with deep roots in a racist past. One does not have

relationships for the common good. We must work

ficult waters surrounding us. It begins with forgive-

to move to Mount Vernon, formerly an all-white

guards on the border to prevent unwanted spatial

gious boundaries, who break the silence, and act with

to choose to be prejudiced; like fries in a Happy

together to ensure greater inclusiveness and equity

ness. As Desmond Tutu said, “without forgiveness

neighborhood. We enjoyed good relationships with

transgression by blacks, especially young black males.

integrity and imagination for justice and inclusion.

Meal, it comes along with the package. Know

in our institutions. Those who have been excluded

there is no future.”

the history, know your location in the narrative,

or barely visible in the past must be welcomed at the

our neighbors, but we witnessed family after family
move out of their homes at night, never to be seen

As we engage in community empowerment and

THE WAY FORWARD

and above all, know how you can transcend and

table, including women, people of color, and those

We live in a cynical time. We see evidence of leaders

again. Friendships ruptured, but more importantly,

social ministry, we should think about the political,

Going forward, I see three zones of moral action that

transform the narrative.

from other faith traditions.

who no longer pretend to have a responsibility for

integrated communities that might have thrived

social, and economic histories of our churches and

people of faith must engage simultaneously. First, the

were quickly abandoned.

neighborhoods. We should allow that knowledge,

zone of community-police relations. Moral leaders

Blacks must wrestle with the tortuous memories,

Organizational management experts Julie O’Mara

moved by the presence and power of moral leaders,

the common good. But we are still capable of being

the knowledge of the current reality, and Dr. King’s

must step into places where there is mistrust and fear

legacies, policies, and social demons of the past.

and Alan Richter provide some guidance in how to

leaders like Martin Luther King, Nelson Mandela,

Residential segregation was not solely responsible

vision of interdependence to inform our oppor-

with visions and values of interdependence, respect,

These demons assume many forms, including a

change these institutions. Working with a vast group

Malala Yousafzai, the Dalai Lama, Desmond Tutu,

for isolating ghettos. Racial discrimination in labor,

tunities for moral leadership. An example from

and hope. We must have difficult public conversations

sense of victimization that promotes self-pity, stag-

of other scholars, diversity experts, and change

and Pope Francis. They invite us to reflect on what

jobs, and economic policies meant that blacks

Rothstein’s report made me smile and gave me hope

about repairing poor community-police relations

nation, and self-destruction. Blacks must avoid the

managers, they have defined diversity as “the variety

moral leaders must do and to accept our own

were excluded systematically from opportunities to

of the way forward.

through changes in policy, greater diversity in personnel,

traps of internalized oppression and self-hatred.

of differences and similarities/dimensions among

mantles of leadership and moral agency.

improve their economic conditions. By paying their

and by holding law enforcement accountable for

people, such as gender, race/ethnicity, tribal/indige-

taxes, they helped to finance publicly supported

In 1968, the same year my family moved to Mount

professional behavior, particularly in communities

Those who are Asian, Hispanic, and others who are

nous origin, age, culture, generation, religion, class/

The time to assume this mantle of moral leadership

measures that benefited their white counterparts,

Vernon, Larman and Geraldine Williams bought a

of color.

neither black nor white must understand that they

caste, language, education, geography, national-

is now. As the medieval rabbi Maimonides reminds

subsidizing their own exclusion.

home in Ferguson, Missouri, becoming one of the

are part of this interconnected network of destiny.

ity, disability, sexual orientation, work style, work

us: “The world is equally balanced between good

first black families to do so. They had been living in

Second, alongside the public work of improving police-

No one gets a pass or can stand outside of history.

experience, job role and function, thinking style, and

and evil; your next act will tip the scale.” n

It is important, however, to remember that black

a St. Louis ghetto, and thought that Ferguson would

community interactions is the unglamorous homework

You are in this narrative. Instead of being assigned a

personality type.”

people were not helpless victims in this unfolding

provide a better education and less violence for

of providing care, discipline, and moral education

part, be an agent and define the part you will play.

narrative of state-sponsored exclusion. They estab-

their daughters. But the path to homeownership in

for our young people. That is the responsibility of the

lished their own banks, credit unions, entrepreneurial

Ferguson wasn’t easy—the real estate agent refused

village elders, anchor institutions, families, schools,

activities, and vast businesses. Black business districts

to show the Williams family a house that was on

thrived in places like Auburn Avenue in downtown
Atlanta. Black colleges like Morehouse and Spelman
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This expansive understanding of the concept of

This is a condensed version of Dr. Franklin’s lecture.

In all of our communities, our young people desper-

diversity is helpful. Achieving basic inclusiveness

To view the full lecture, visit vimeo.com/candler.

congregations, and community organizations. Harvard

ately need to know how to live together in a diverse

where diverse segments of the community are wel-

Photos, these two pages, L-R: Claire Asbury Lennox;

the market. The family belonged to a church with a

developmental psychologist Erik Erikson said that as

world. Teach them their responsibilities as well as

come at the table will be a huge moral achievement,

Bryan Meltz/EPV; Hyosub Shin/Atlanta Journal-Con-

white pastor, who called the agent; the agent told the

elders enter the latter phases of the life cycle, their pur-

their rights. Teach them to respect and accept—not

but it is not enough. The next step—recall King’s

stitution via AP.
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The Story of Us
Along with the substantial literary output from Candler faculty during this centennial year, a book on Candler
itself debuted to commemorate the school’s first century. Gary S. Hauk, vice president and deputy to the presi-

The Candler faculty contributed an impressive 10 percent of the total number of books published by Emory

dent of Emory University, penned Religion and Reason Joined: Candler at One Hundred (Bookhouse, 2014), which

faculty in 2014. Their work fosters a vibrant intellectual community of scholarship and learning that serves

begins with Candler’s founding in 1914 at the start of World War I. “History had begun to turn on a hinge,”

the church, the academy, and the human spirit. Here are the latest publications by Candler’s own.

Hauk writes. “It was an altogether splendid time to start a school of theology.”
From the first theology classes held at Wesley Memorial Church in downtown Atlanta to the completion of the
Phase II building at Emory 100 years later, twelve detailed chapters track Candler and its people through decades
of growth and change. Specific sections highlight Candler and the Civil Rights Movement, Pitts Theology
Library, women at Candler, and the school’s dynamic role in the context of Emory University.
In the midst of the book’s wide scope, Hauk zooms in to show how a small Southern seminary responded to the
shifting society around it—and how these responses, offered in faith, forged identity and purpose on a personal,
communal, and institutional scale.
For Dean Jan Love, the new history of Candler is a celebration of legacy and possibility. “This book is an incredibly insightful, remarkable piece of work that superbly tells the great Candler story of the last 100 years. As we
recall our roots, we are also guided to envision the next chapter of Candler’s story, and our place within the
academy and the church.”

Readings in African American Church
Music and Worship, Vol. 2

Plantation Church: How African American
Religion Was Born in Caribbean Slavery

James Abbington, Associate Professor of Church Music

Noel Leo Erskine, Professor of Theology and Ethics.

and Worship. Offers the latest scholarship on 21st cen-

Erskine investigates two strands of the black church,

Daniel: A Commentary

tury developments in African American music and

in the U.S. and the Caribbean, and their parallel

worship from the perspective of musicians,

histories, theologies, politics, and practices.

Carol A. Newsom, Charles Howard Candler Professor of
Old Testament, with Brennan W. Breed.

authors, and theologians. [GIA, 2014]

[Oxford University Press, 2014]

Singing Our Savior’s Story: A Congregational Song Supplement for the Christian
Year— Hymn Texts Since 1990

Political Agape: Christian Love and
Liberal Democracy

James Abbington. A new worship resource highlighting

love of God and neighbor, the missing ingredient

Timothy P. Jackson, Professor of Christian Ethics. Is agape,

more than 100 hymns, complete with cultural and

in today’s civil society? Jackson considers political

theological background info for each. [GIA, 2014]

agape applied to issues such as the death penalty

Wild Things: Poems of Grief and Love,
Loss and Gratitude
Roberta C. Bondi, Professor Emerita of Church History.

and same-sex marriage. [Alban, 2015]
From Nothing: A Theology of Creation

ing, demonstrating its intrinsic connection to Christian
thought and action. [Westminster John Knox, 2014]

Part of the Old Testament Library Series, Newsom’s
commentary is a fresh study of Daniel in its historical context, offering analysis from both literary and
theological angles. [Westminster John Knox, 2014]
Formation for Ministry in American
Methodism: Twenty-First Century
Challenges and Two Centuries of
Problem-Solving
Russell E. Richey, Professor Emeritus of Church History.
A must-read for those involved in shaping
United Methodist ministers. Richey examines

Weird John Brown: Divine Violence
and the Limits of Ethics

The Class Meeting: Reclaiming a Forgotten
(and Essential) Small Group Experience

Ted A. Smith, Associate Professor of Preaching and Ethics.
Smith explores the relationship between religion,

Kevin M. Watson, Assistant Professor of Wesleyan and
Methodist Studies. Watson shares a Wesleyan vision and

politics, and violence through a series of reflections

practical strategy for reclaiming the in-depth small

Healing in the Gospel of Matthew:
Reflections on Method and Ministry

on famous abolitionist John Brown, upending

groups begun by early Methodists, structured as an

Walter T. Wilson, Professor of New Testament. Wilson takes

the notion that the combination of religion and

eight-week study resource. [Seedbed, 2014]

an interdisciplinary approach to the Gospel of Mat-

politics fuels unavoidable violence. [Stanford
University Press, 2014]
From Whom No Secrets Are Hid:
Introducing the Psalms

Pursuing Social Holiness: The Band
Meeting in Wesley’s Thought and
Popular Methodist Practice
Kevin M. Watson. A thorough examination of early

thew’s healing narratives, with insights from medical anthropology, feminist theory, disability studies,
and ancient archaeology. [Fortress, 2014]

Brent A. Strawn, Professor of Old Testament, editor;
Walter Brueggemann. Highly respected author-

David, King of Israel, and Caleb in
Biblical Memory

the development of the denomination and shift-

Jacob L. Wright, Associate Professor of Hebrew Bible.

theologian Walter Brueggemann encourages us

ing concepts of community in 18th century Britain.

Wright compares the function of the biblical ac-

to take a new look at an old use for the Psalms—

[Oxford University Press, 2014]

counts of King David to the role war memorials play

performing them as scripted prayers to help us

African American History Month
2015: Daily Devotions

Meant for mourner and comforter alike, Bondi
explores her mother’s death through poetry and

Drawing on the Bible, classical sources, and contem-

from the 18th century and into the future.

reflection, writing through the conflicting emotions

porary thought, McFarland constructs an innovative

[United Methodist General Board of Higher

devotions foster awareness of and pride in African

of grief and gratitude. [Upper Room Books, 2014]

defense of the classical doctrine of creation from noth-

Education and Ministry, 2014]

American history, while strengthening personal and
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heritage and future. [Abingdon Press, 2014]

Methodism’s “band meeting” and its critical role in

Ian A. McFarland, Associate Dean of Faculty and Academic
Affairs, Bishop Mack B. and Rose Y. Stokes Professor of Theology.

the denomination’s ministry formation trends

communal faith, hope, and commitment to a rich

reveal ourselves to God, as the Israelites once did.
[Westminster John Knox, 2014]

Woodie W. White, Bishop-in-Residence. White’s 28

over time, examining national identity, statehood,
power, and the human condition. [Cambridge
University Press, 2014]
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Everyday Prophets

Inward Spirit, Outward Service

grounding,” Repoley says. “Engaging in service

dream one night, through which I believed God was

In 2014, Christina Repoley 11T gave the commence-

from a place of understanding that we’re all broken

calling me to equip this emerging generation. But I

ment address at her alma mater, Guilford College.

and seeking wholeness.”

had no idea where or how I was going to do that.”
Within a year, a UGA Wesley board member told him

This honor might suggest that Repoley is retired

Prophets
“THE WILLING CATCH” © JAN RICHARDSON. JANRICHARDSON.COM. USED BY PERMISSION.

EVERYDAY

after decades of experience in a field where she ex-

After a decade of conversation and consultation with

that the position of director was open and urged him to

celled. In reality, only the last part of that statement

Quakers from around the country, Repoley launched

apply. In that moment, Beckwith knew God’s answer.

is true. At 34, Repoley is far from retired, with hardly

Quaker Voluntary Service (QVS) in 2012 with seven

a decade of experience under her belt. Yet there is no

young adult fellows living and serving in Atlanta.

He took the post in 1999 and hasn’t left, facilitating

doubt that she excels in what is not simply her field,

QVS houses in Philadelphia and Portland, Oregon,

the growth and vibrancy of a campus ministry com-

but her calling.

opened in 2013, and this August, another will open

mitted to nurturing students. While many students

in Boston. By its fourth anniversary, QVS will have

detach from organized religion and intentional

When she graduated from Guilford in 2002, she

28 fellows and close to fifty alumni, many of whom

spiritual formation during their college years, UGA

hoped to work with a Quaker service organiza-

are still actively engaged with the communities and

Wesley adds a hopeful footnote to that story: Dur-

tion, but her search came up empty. Gone were the

congregations where they served.

ing UGA’s 2014-2015 academic year, about 1,100
students and staff regularly attended Wesley’s two

Quaker work camps of the early 20th century, where
young adults took part in domestic and international

Much of Repoley’s preparation for what would

service programs. “Older Quakers who have lived

become QVS blossomed at Candler. She wrote her

their lives committed to peace and justice point back

MDiv thesis on the history of Quaker service, and

to an experience of Quaker service as young adults,”

credits professors Luther Smith and Ellen Ott Mar-

Repoley says. “There weren’t those opportunities for

shall as integral to her work. Candler also nurtured

my generation.” But instead of looking elsewhere,

Repoley’s need for the integration of inward and

Repoley had a vision.  

outward in her own life. At 28, she was already

weekly worship services.

beginning to feel burned out by activism. “If social
Her vision was to build a network of intentional

justice work was going to be something I could do

communities where young adults, Quaker and

sustainably for the rest of my life, I needed a deeper

otherwise, could worship with local Quaker congre-

theological and spiritual grounding,” she says.

gations and serve with local nonprofits for a year.

“To speak a challenging word to society, you have

Repoley refers to this pairing as the integration of

to do it in an invitational, hopeful way, rather than

the inward and the outward, two elements essential

coming from a place of anger and frustration. When

“This generation is one of great significance,”

to Quakerism. She was inspired by late 19th century

we come from a grounding in relationship with

Beckwith says. “The future of the church is in their

Quaker Rufus Jones, who coined the term prophetic

God and with each other, we’re able to live more

hands, and yet, they are the most spiritually unin-

service. “Prophetic service means being engaged in

prophetically and more boldly.”  

formed generation our nation has ever produced.
But when they do encounter God, they often grow

the world in a way that comes out of your spiritual

In a sense, you could say that all Candler graduates are prophets. After all, as a seminary,

35

Molding the Next Generation

and come alive in ways that my generation struggles
to understand.”

we’re in the business of training our students to discern where God is working and

It’s not just Old Testament prophets who hear the

to join that work with hearts, minds, hands, and voices. So in keeping with the

voice of God in dreams. Bob Beckwith’s 88T fruitful

Beckwith works alongside UGA Wesley’s four

ministry at the University of Georgia Wesley Foundation

long-term lead directors, ten associate directors,

owes its start and the success of its hallmark disciple-

and 67 full-time ministry interns. Chris Fisher 15T,

ship program to the prophetic power of dreams.

who served as a full-time intern before he came to

centennial theme of “story and prophecy,” here are a few stories about the everyday prophets
among us and the incredibly varied witness they offer.
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Candler, says Beckwith possesses the mix of sturdi-

By Claire Asbury Lennox

Nearly twenty years ago, Beckwith, an ordained elder

ness and flexibility, humility and joy required to

in The United Methodist Church, felt a nudge toward

work with young adults whose faith journeys are still

college ministry. “I had a very clear and unusual

evolving. “Bob bridges the stability of the Bible with

7/16/15 10:19 AM
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the challenge and movement of the inspiration of the

it means ‘to uncomfortably dislocate.’ Irritation

irritating translator that holds our leaders account-

so they could do the discipleship that I didn’t want

liturgical and prayer practices, emotion, and

Spirit. His voice is one saying, ‘Test the Spirit against

requires intentional movement. Irritation requires

able for learning how to speak in ways that are

to do. My liberation is bound up in the people I’ve

spiritual encounter that remind us how genuinely

the Word, then jump all in.’”

strategy. The gospel calls us to irritate powers and

authentic.”

dismissed for most of my Christian life. I’m here,

we are loved by God.”

principalities that are comfortable in the way things
are, rather than in the way they could be.”

ment of the Lead/Grow discipleship program. Again,

Current Master of Religious Life student Michael
Graves came to Candler because of Dixon Hall, and

a new way,’” he says.

Richardson’s art has served as that reminder of
God’s love for others and for herself. In December

ASHEVILLE CITIZEN-TIMES

A pillar of Beckwith’s tenure has been the develop-

I’m broken, and I need to be to be filled back up in

he was guided by a dream. “One night I dreamed

An ordained United Methodist deacon and associ-

calls his former SMU professor a spiritual guide.

Combs encourages this sort of transformation. “If

2013, her husband, singer/songwriter Garrison

that I was about to speak and needed a Bible, so I

ate professor of communication studies at Southern

“Dr. Dixon Hall’s work in both communication

there’s one thing I hope people are transformed into

Doles, passed away unexpectedly following compli-

borrowed one from a student. The pages were full

Methodist University, Dixon Hall has done her fair

studies and the church can be summarized by the

doing, instead of dismissing the guy on the corner

cations from surgery. After only three years of

of holes, like Swiss cheese. I borrowed another

share of irritating—in the classroom, at speaking

word ‘grace,’” Graves says. “She writes about our

student’s Bible and its pages were falling out. A third

engagements, on the page, and on the Internet.

world’s most pressing and complex issues. Instead

Combs applied his Candler experiences to a chap-

with the sign, they will instead extend a hand, ask a

marriage—during which the couple frequently

name, offer a hug…because they have realized that

collaborated in retreats, conferences, and worship—

had pages that were smeared and blotted. I believe

Her blog, “The View from Dixon Hall,” hosted on

of losing patience and pushing opposing voices

laincy at Atlanta’s Grady Memorial Hospital, the

their humanity is bound up in that person,” he says.

his death was, she says, an “absolute shattering.”

the Lord was telling me that in spite of their passion,

Patheos.com, tackles communication issues within

away, she welcomes those who critique her, and

nation’s fifth largest public hospital and one of its

“To be able to watch someone as they realize that

our students were young and needed to be invested in.”

Christianity, The United Methodist Church, and

constantly seeks to engage those who reject her in

busiest Level I trauma centers. His work there with

maybe God does love them that much—they begin

In her grief, she has turned constantly to the artist’s

theological education, along with issues of race,

holy conversation.”

people from various marginalized populations led

to take seriously that they’re a child of God. That’s

act of piecing together. “Because of the practice of

him to Asheville, North Carolina, where he was

kingdom work as far as I’m concerned.”

collage, I know in my hands, my bones, my soul,

In Lead/Grow, “Grow” students are mentored, or

gender, and politics in America; entries have been

discipled, by an older “Lead” student or Wesley

picked up by such news outlets as the Huffington

That desire for holy conversation constantly renews

inspired to start the Haywood Street Congregation, a

intern. This year, 600 students participated, meet-

Post, the Atlanta Journal-Constitution, and the Houston

Dixon Hall’s calling. “Every semester when I teach

United Methodist mission church launched in 2009

ing weekly in pairs to connect. “We try to create an

Chronicle, to name a few. She challenges the boundaries

Communication Theory, I open with the same

as a place of welcome and ministry for people who

From Brokenness, A New Creation

atmosphere where students talk transparently about

of language, culture, and faith, often turning issues

phrase from John 1: In the beginning was the Word.

are homeless or otherwise living on the margins.

During her final semester at Candler, Jan Richard-

life issues in a context of grace, biblical truth, and

upside-down in unexpected ways, as she did in her

I am transfixed and transformed by that verse. It is

prayer. When that happens, freedom and growth

March 2015 blog post disputing the University of

the foundation of my ministry and my scholarship.

Combs focuses on reframing roles when ministering

skills I learned in kindergarten”: cutting, tearing,

usually follow,” Beckwith says.

Oklahoma’s swift decision to expel students involved

Communication shapes identity and possibility.

to the homeless person or the individual struggling

and pasting paper on top of paper to create works

in a racially offensive video rather than recognizing

Nothing happens without the Word.”

with addiction or mental illness. First, he helps dis-

of art. “Collage became a powerful practice for me,”

pel the perception that if they’re homeless, they must

she says. “A form of prayer and a metaphor for the

Widening the Circle

be in a state of deficit in their relationship with God.

continual work of piecing together that God, the

“Seeing students become passionate to know and

the situation as a “teachable moment” for both the

follow Jesus, experience His love, healing, and free-

perpetrators and the community.

dom, and step into the significant purposes God has

what it means to put the pieces together, and to allow God to do this in my life. I know what it means

son 92T began putting to use what she calls “those

consummate recycler, does in our lives.”

for them—that’s what still motivates and excites me

The church is not excluded from Dixon Hall’s exami-

Brian Combs 06T reaches out to restore respect to

“If Jesus was going to incarnate as the schizophren-

after all these years.”   

nation. She references 1 Corinthians 14:9: Unless you

members of society most people try to avoid—pros-

ic, the homeless person, the crack addict, the pros-

It is that sacred piecing together that Richardson, an

speak intelligible words with your tongue, how will anyone

titutes, drug addicts, people with mental illness, and

titute, then we have to begin by saying, ‘I’m actually

ordained United Methodist minister, has felt called

Nothing Happens without the Word

know what you are saying? You will just be speaking into

those living with AIDS.

the one—even though I have housing, education,

to explore in the years since seminary. As director

to sit with what is torn, what is in fragments and

privilege—who has a spiritual poverty, who needs to

of The Wellspring Studio, LLC, she leads retreats,

scraps, and invite the Spirit to brood over the chaos

When Maria Dixon Hall 98T 99T was a Candler

way to communicate the gospel that resonates with

Raised in Charlotte, North Carolina, Combs at-

encounter that Jesus, and I can’t do that if I treat him

speaks at conferences, and has published books of

and pain and to connect one shard to the next, and

student, Professor Teresa Fry Brown nicknamed her

people. And I believe God is calling me to be that

tended a suburban church that he says held Christ

as a spiritual project,’” he says.

her writing and visual art. Two of her works adorn

the next. I am learning—slowly, slowly—how it is

this magazine, one in the table of contents and the

possible to create anew.”

the air (NIV). “God is calling the church to find a

“Pearl.” Pearls are created by an irritation of dirt, Fry

“aloft in the sky and so far away that not only can

Brown told her, and that irritation ultimately forms

you not see him, but you can’t follow him.” Candler

This message resonates with the people—homeless or

something precious. “So,” Dixon Hall said wryly,

brought Jesus down to Earth for Combs, and he has

not—who come to Haywood. Combs talks enthusi-

addressing students at the start of a recent lecture at

been building intentional community with people

astically about the dramatic conversion he’s seen in

Associate Dean of Methodist Studies Anne Burk-

twined, has provided space for anguish, questions,

Candler, “My intent today is to irritate you somewhat.”

who live on the streets since he graduated.

the church, people whose assumptions about poverty

holder 77T 92G is a longtime friend and colleague

and a renewed sense of call. “The work of the artist,

and themselves have been completely obliterated.

of Richardson’s. To her, Richardson’s visual art

and my own sense of call, is about refusing to turn

and writing call people to a life of encounter with

away from what is broken,” she says. “My job is to

other on the title page of this article.
Her practice of faith and art, and the two inter-

Dixon Hall lives up to her nickname, and she

“At Candler I was introduced to a Jesus in the gut-

wouldn’t have it any other way. “Let’s think about

ters, this Savior who chose to take on flesh and

“What they say to me is, ‘for most of my life I as-

the Holy. “One cannot help but encounter the

say, ‘Look, here is grace that flows into the broken

the word ‘irritate,’” she says, when asked to elabo-

blood, bone and breath as a derelict among us. That

sumed following the gospel and believing in Jesus

reality of God’s presence through them,” she says.

places and inspires us to find the connections, to see

rate. “So often we think of it as pejorative, but really

was completely revolutionary for me,” he says.

meant writing my check to the social service agency

“They beckon us to dive deeply into the waves of

new visions, to dream new dreams.’”
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“It is a call that belongs to each of us: to sit amid the

stands out: “As important as it is to remember and

like the early disciples, driven forward by the Spirit,

tion less than a year later “profoundly impacted”

During the segment, Bacon addressed a caller who

shattering, to not turn away, to bear witness to the

celebrate how God has led FUMC for 185 years,

constantly amazed by what God is doing to resurrect

Bacon, spurring him to delve more deeply into the

identified as gay, telling him, “Being gay is a gift

wild workings of grace, and to see how God wants

it is equally important to ask for God’s vision for

these individuals and families.”

civil rights leader’s teachings on prophetic Christi-

from God.”

to act through us to create anew.”

the future.”

anity and nonviolence. As the Vietnam War began,
Bryan has also facilitated FUMC’s transformation

Bacon was at law school at Vanderbilt, but he contin-

The comment was so controversial that Winfrey

Narrowing the Distance

FUMC is a congregation dedicated to service. As

into a “teaching church” for students at Hunting-

ued to study King, as well as Thomas Merton, calling

asked Bacon back to explain himself, which he

Senior Pastor R. Lawson Bryan 75T 85T puts

don, a United Methodist college just up the street.

them “my 20th century prophetic north stars.” The

gladly did. “It is so important for every human be-

When you spot Carlton Mackey 05T around the

it, mission work is ingrained in its DNA. The

“We think of our relationship to Huntingdon like a

writings and theology of both men inspired Bacon to

ing to understand that he or she is a gift from God,

Emory campus, there is no doubt that his camera

church’s 4,000 members are active locally, every-

teaching hospital connected to a medical school,” he

make the most radical decision of his life: become a

and particularly people who are marginalized and

will be slung over one shoulder. With a photogra-

where from Family Promise, helping homeless

says. “We felt a call to actively help college students

conscientious objector, leave law school, and pursue

victimized in our culture,” he said. “Gay and lesbian

pher’s eye and a theologian’s heart, Mackey, the

bearing, matched race people who love each other,”

families find permanent housing, to the Samaritan

discern God’s call to ordained ministry.” So they

ordained ministry.

people are clearly outcasts in many areas of our life,

director of Emory’s Ethics and the Arts Program, has

he says.  But the variety of family types in these

Counseling Center, one of the area’s largest mental

developed an internship program for college stu-

found his calling: creating art to break down barri-

portraits, featured alongside a written commentary

health providers. But since Bryan’s arrival in 2007,

dents with paid positions in ministry areas including

Bacon has served as rector of the 4,000-member

and it is so important for them to understand that
when God made them, God said, ‘You are good.’”

ers. His multi-media projects—including Beautiful

by each family, narrows the distance between viewer

the church has found a calling in two particular

children, youth, music, and missions. Interns meet

All Saints Episcopal Church in Pasadena, Califor-

in Every Shade, Fifty Shades of Black, Black Men Smile,

and subject. “If we broaden our understanding of

ministries that emerged as they considered God’s

twice a month with an FUMC pastor to reflect on

nia, since 1995. During his twenty-year tenure, the

Bacon puts those words into action. He is a founder

and Typical American Families—use photography and

what a family is, we can grow to understand that

vision for the future.

their growth as they integrate their classroom stud-

effects of his brief interaction with Dr. King have

of the groups Beyond Inclusion and Claiming the

video to remove cultural labels and reveal authentic

there’s room for possibility outside our limited ways

ies with ministry experience in the church. Similar

reverberated within his congregation and the

Blessing, an organization of gay and straight Epis-

humanity, creating, as Mackey puts it, “possibilities

of thinking,” Mackey says. “It leads to differences

“For several years, we sought to discern an answer

to Candler’s groundbreaking Contextual Education

wider community.

copalians working for LGBT equality at local and

for people to be understood.”

in our actions. It impacts our engagement. It works

to the question: What needs to happen in our com-

curriculum, FUMC’s approach appears to be work-

to break down the ways in which we marginalize

munity that is not likely to happen unless churches

ing: in the fall of 2015, six former interns will enter

individuals.”

do it?” Bryan says. “As I wrestled with this, I kept

seminary—four at Candler.

“Christianity is, blackness is, the American family
is… Most of the time we have a way of filling in the

national levels, including within the church.
Another expression of Bacon’s call to “articulate the

getting one response over and over again.”

blank,” he says. “Though they sound like contrast-

“Once we see the presence of God in those spec-

ing words, the work I seek to do is both about

trums of identity, we then grow to appreciate that

narrowing and broadening: narrowing distance and
broadening thought.”

Christian faith in non-bigoted ways” is his dedicaAt an earlier point in his vocation, Bryan recalls

tion to interfaith work. Bacon has led All Saints to

That response was to create a program to serve

asking God, What is it that holds ministry together?

create New Vision Partners, a non-profit resource

there are people seeking to live into the fullness

dementia patients, their families, and caretakers.

Why do we do what we do? “I happened to be read-

center that forms ministry partnerships with inter-

of their being in ways that we may never even have

FUMC’s Adult Respite Ministry began in 2012. Forty

ing Ephesians 1:9-10 in the New English Version:

faith colleagues; Transformational Journeys, trips

considered.”

participants with dementia meet four days a week

God has made known to us his hidden purpose, to be

that transform participants through challenging

for art, music, exercise, and worship, nurtured by

put into effect when the time was ripe; namely, that the

encounters with other local and global communities;
and the Abrahamic Interfaith Peacemaking Initiative.

Mackey’s Candler experience helped shape his thinking. “Candler challenged me to think more broadly

Mackey’s four-year-old son, Isaiah, also inspires

95 volunteers from seven churches and two syna-

universe, all in heaven and on earth, might be brought

than I ever had before.” It was here that Mackey met

his work. “I want to create an environment for him

gogues. A support group for families meets twice

into a unity in Christ.”

a gay clergyperson for the first time. “I formed a

where possibility is greater than limitation. Then he

a month. “Our members who work in the program

genuine friendship with this young man who helped

can create his own reality, come into his own under-

feel spiritually alive as they discover Christ’s pres-

“That was what I really needed to know. God has a

Candler professor Ellen Ott Marshall attended All

and contemplation to keep him “inspired, empow-

me to see that there wasn’t an ocean between us. That

standing. I want him to experience that.”

ence in this ministry,” Bryan says. “We often feel

purpose: to address the brokenness of the universe

Saints when she lived in Pasadena. “With every

ered, and energized.” During that time, he says that

and bring it into unity through Jesus Christ. I want to

feature of his life and ministry, Ed reaches out

God’s Spirit takes him deep below the choppy waters

make that available to all. That’s what drives me.”

to persons wounded by wrathful and exclusivist

of his surface life and equips him to love.

Bacon relies on a daily hour-long practice of prayer

the things we hungered for, the people we were seeking to become, the God that we loved and wanted to

For his son, for himself, for the world that Mackey

serve, were the same. He was able to help me broad-

reaches through the lens of his camera, it is all about

en my thinking by narrowing the distance. By living

narrowing distance and broadening thought. “Those

fully into who we are, we can do that for others.”

are traits I think are common among people who live

religious language and brings them back into God’s
From the Human Race to the

He cites as an example his most recent project, Typidiversity of American family life. “When we think

Asking the Right Questions

about the phrase ‘typical American families,’ we often

On the website for First United Methodist Church

think of heteronormative, Judeo-Christian, child-

(FUMC) in Montgomery, Alabama, one sentence

cal American Families, a photo exhibit that shows the

15556 Emory_magazine.indd 38-39

ALABAMA-WEST FLORIDA CONFERENCE

a resurrected life. That’s the life I want.”

loving embrace,” she says. “What is, perhaps, most

That love is both the call and the response for Bacon.

Human Family

remarkable about his ministry is that he proclaims

“My heart breaks when I see systems destroying the

this radically inclusive love not only for those on the

lives of those who are marginalized,” Bacon says. “I

In 1967, college student Ed Bacon 79T shook hands

margins, but also to those who marginalize them.”

feel called to give my life to turning the human race

with Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. at the Atlanta airport

into the human family.” n

baggage claim. This chance encounter “shifted the

In 2009, Oprah Winfrey invited Bacon to appear

tectonic plates of my life,” he says. King’s assassina-

in the spirituality segment of her “Best Life” series.
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Mentorview

divided on cultural, political, or theological grounds,

WESTON: We heard at the conference about the

faith—they’re interested in this dazzling orator.

we owe it to them to go to the coffee pot after we

increasing secularization in our communities and

He stops in the middle of the sermon, and says, “I

preach so they can talk to us and let us know how

that we can’t assume all the people sitting in our

want to talk now to those who are here from the

what we said affected them.

pews will know the Christian stories that we take

pagan festival. You’re here for the spectacle, aren’t

for granted. How do we as preachers adjust and face

you? Well, we’ve got one called the Eucharist,” and

that new reality?

then he would unfold the story of the Lord’s Supper.

WESTON: Those hard sermons—do you think most

KAY HINTON / EPV

preachers can actually preach them, or do you think

Mentorview :
Prophecy from the Pulpit

41

That’s nimble preaching, and I’m trying to instruct

some preachers are always going to be better at giv-

LONG: Just yesterday, the pastor of the church

myself about that now. What would it look like if I

ing a prophetic word?

where my family attends was saying that a person

interrupted myself during a sermon and said, “I want

told him, “You can keep your Christian stories; I have

to talk to the youth who are texting in the balcony”?

LONG: Some preachers are better at it for a variety

no interest in them whatsoever.” We are in a time

of reasons. I think of Reinhold Niebuhr when he

when not only do people not know the story, they’re

WESTON: I think certain generations really valued

was a young pastor. He wrote in his journal that he

increasingly emboldened to say, “I don’t belong to

public speaking and I think now, as you say, people

used to think the preachers who avoided the hard

the story and I don’t want the story.” On one level

are texting and surfing the Internet during a sermon

sermons did so out of cowardice, but the longer

this is very discouraging to me. I’ve spent my whole

or speech. Could you speak about the importance of

he was a pastor he realized that it was sometimes

life preparing to preach to a congregation who’s

good public speaking for the preacher?

done out of love. That the more you know about

ready to hear the gospel and now they aren’t there,

people in the congregation, the more you know

or they’re certainly not there in the same intensity

LONG: I do think fashions change, and one of my

about how fragile they already are, how many things

and numbers that they used to be.

predecessors in the Bandy Chair at Candler, Fred

are overwhelming them.

Craddock, was a perfect example of a changing style
But on another level, I find this very exciting because

of public speaking. Fred had nothing of the virtues

One caution, though. I think sometimes those

WESTON: Some congregations may be really averse

I think we’re now in a position of having to renegoti-

that a 1950s preacher should have had. He was short

preachers who fancy themselves as more prophetic

to hearing a difficult word, so when you talked about

ate the hearing of the gospel everywhere we go. In

and had a high squeaky voice. But he not only took

now traded speaking in courtrooms for speaking from the pulpit as priest-in-charge at St. Simon’s

imagine themselves as Amos charging into the

being pastorally sensitive—I think that’s probably

one sense the congregations don’t know the story;

those “weaknesses” and turned them into strengths,

Episcopal Church in Conyers, Georgia. Following Candler’s “Prophetic Voices” conference, she sat

shrine of Bethel with the prophetic and socially

the way you get into talking about those things, by

in another sense, God has erased the hard drive and

he also came at a time when the deep-voiced, pulpit

just Word. We have to remember we are the priests

being pastorally sensitive.

we can recreate it. We can announce a hearing in

prince was distrusted, and he managed to ride the

a startling new way. We are increasingly having to

crest of that wave of distrust.

Jane Mitchell Weston 14T was an attorney for more than 20 years before she came to Candler. She’s

down for a conversation with her mentor, Thomas G. Long. A renowned scholar-preacher-teacher,
Long has served as Candler’s Bandy Professor of Preaching since 2000. He retired from the position
at the end of the 2014-2015 academic year.

of those shrines and we take care of those people.
That means we must do our prophetic teaching in

LONG: It is an undervalued skill not only to preach

make use of those occasions where we are out in the

ways that leave pastoral windows open to people.

the gospel, but to help people get ready to hear the

public square to be bolder and speak the gospel. I’m

I’m wondering if preaching is moving in that same

Actually, we the preachers are not the prophets in

gospel. I think we read a text or we go to a confer-

thinking of funerals, weddings, civic occasions when

direction again. That instead of standing in the

WESTON: What is “prophetic preaching,” and how

We’d tell students not to let that get out of balance,

that sense. It is the congregation that is supposed

ence and we get absolutely convinced that the church

we are in the role of preacher-pastor. Everybody’s

pulpit and dropping the lights down and doing the

does it differ from other preaching?

knowing that most students would do five pastoral

to be the prophet in the world, and our preaching

needs to hear this urgent word now, so we charge in

gathered there—people who are close to the gospel,

NPR piece with that golden tone, if preaching in the

sermons for every prophetic sermon, if they ever did

is designed to equip congregations to engage in

on Sunday and announce this word and it’s so out

people who are not. And at that point, to be able to

future is going to be in the middle of a living room at

prophetic witness and action.

of character to what else they understand about the

give not just a conventional preacher talk, but to speak

a table, with the Eucharist on it, and the preacher in

Christian faith that it strikes them as discordant. But

authentically out of the gospel has a riveting effect.

a chair speaking honestly to a group of people gath-

LONG: In a sense, the term “prophetic preaching”

a prophetic sermon at all.

is redundant. All preaching is prophetic. We used to
tell students that there were two kinds of sermons—

But I don’t think that holds anymore. It seems to me

WESTON: What you just said dovetails with what

if constantly in our prayers, if constantly in our Bible

prophetic sermons and pastoral sermons. Pastoral

the gospel is so countercultural now that regardless

you’ve said in class, that we should never give “hit

studies, if constantly in our pastoral conversation

I’m learning a lot about this by reading about Augus-

we eat there’s one thing I really need to say”—and

sermons were aimed at individual kinds of concerns,

of whether we’re dealing with pastoral concerns

and run” sermons.

the fullness of the gospel and its reach across every

tine. When he’s preaching in Hippo in North Africa,

speaking out of the gospel in that sort of way. It’s

concerns of the heart, and prophetic sermons were

or whether we’re dealing with public issues, all

issue and condition and circumstance is always

he is in a place the size of a basketball gym, and it’s

not dramatic oratory, but maybe it’s more matched

social justice sermons, sermons about public issues.

sermons are controversial and all sermons are

LONG: I think if we’re going to preach on a hot

there, then the prophetic sermon may be demand-

jammed with people standing shoulder to shoulder,

to the time.

button issue where we know the congregation is

ing, but it won’t be unprecedented in their hearing.

most of them not at all interested in the Christian

prophetic in a sense.
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ered around the table. Saying in essence, “Before
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Then again, it’s puzzling to me that for the first

They feel like they’re getting some God-knowledge

who forbid it, who think there is no reason to ever

time in 250 years, the average American sermon

that’s generally useful for everyday living. It’s not my

mention yourself in a sermon. I disagree with that,

is getting longer rather than shorter. The average

cup of tea, but it’s out there in the communicational

but I do think that autobiographical information is

is being skewed because mega churches are doing

mix, along with that conversational model in a living

very potent in small doses and begins to be diluted

teaching-style sermons that are going 40 to 45

room, and the 18-minute TED talk. Things are in a

the more we talk about ourselves. Every now and

minutes. And they’re not only going longer, they’re

swirl in a way.

then I do this little discipline for myself: I look back

changing genre. We in the mainline churches have

at the last four or five sermons I’ve written to see

been so influenced by the narrative style that we have

WESTON: Are you hopeful about the future of

how many of them start with the word “I.”

been constructing sermons on a short-story model

preaching?

It’s such an easy way to start a sermon. “I hate

that introduces suspense in the beginning, develops

reality shows,” we start out, or “I had trouble with

suspense in the middle, and has a resolution at the

LONG: Oh, I am, absolutely. I think there will always

this text this week,” or “My favorite season of the

end. It requires the listener to stay on track with us

be a need for someone who loves other people to tell

year is Lent.”

all the way through. But what if people don’t listen

those people the truth. There will always be a hunger

that way now?

for the gospel if it can come wrapped in the authen-

WESTON: I find it interesting that you go back over

ticity of “this is the truth, the God’s truth about us

your old sermons.

And so what these other preachers are doing is

that I want to speak to you today.”

43

“Make use of those
occasions in the public
square to be bolder
and speak the gospel.
Speaking authentically
out of the gospel has a
riveting effect.”

KAY HINTON / EPV
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LONG: Oh, yes. Marilynne Robinson’s novel Gilead

building on an instructional model, with bullet
points about formation in the Christian faith. It’s

WESTON: I’m always curious about pitfalls of

is about an old minister writing a long letter to his

almost at a wisdom level—theology for keeping your

preaching. Your thoughts?

young son. One of the things he mentions is his

marriage alive, theology for raising your children,

old sermons in the attic, and how those sermons

I think this finally throws us on the grace of God

them about how to preach. Letting them know how

is an act of prayer and the whole act of preparing a

theology for personal or vocational focus. Some

LONG: I think one of the pitfalls is not watching the

are up there judging him! I know that feeling. You

about preaching—that we have been fools for Christ

important this ministry is, and how none of us, from

sermon is an act of prayer, and to keep that in my

people will sit for a relatively long time to listen to

amount of autobiographical disclosure that goes on

think about the missed opportunities, misstated

and we have been damned fools at the same time!

biblical characters forward, have ever come to this

consciousness the whole time is the most important

someone unpack theologically informed life skills.

in preaching. There are some teachers of preaching

things, misunderstood things that you’ve done in

Our sermons are full of the brokenness that is a part

moment with the kind of deep confidence that we

thing I do.

old sermons.

of all of us. And yet we are confident that they have

are supposed to be here. That from Jeremiah to Paul,

been taken up into the providence of God and used

there have been those who ask, “Am I to do this, why

WESTON: What has been the highlight of being a

to shape the gospel’s hearing.

am I here, what is this that has fallen to my lot?”

preaching professor?

WESTON: How have students changed over your

WESTON: Having done this for quite awhile, what

LONG: Some people don’t last long at this job. They

career?

would you say is the most important thing you do in

do it for a few years and decide they’d rather be a

preparing a sermon?

pastor themselves. Often they burn out in hearing

KAY HINTON / EPV

LONG: The big change for me is that when I first
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“Increasing secularization
means we can’t assume
that people will know the
Christian stories we take
for granted.”

student sermons. There is a certain repetitiveness.

started teaching I could look out at the class and

LONG: When we’d go over the process of preparing

But I am not in the group that burns out on this. I

know that every person there felt called to be a

a sermon in class, I used to have students complain

am touched when a student preaches for the first

preacher. And so the task of the class was, how do

that I never mentioned the place where you pray. I al-

time in my class. No matter the level of accomplish-

we do it? We want to do it. We’re called to do it. But

ways resisted talking about it as if prayer were a step

ment, it’s still a brave thing to do, and the student

how do we do it? Now I am looking out at a much

in the process—pick your text, pray, then do this—

brings a huge gift to the moment. That’s been the

more tentative group. Many are there because it’s

because I think the whole thing is an act of prayer. I

best part about this. I sometimes talk about it as if

a required course, and they have no inclination at

realize now I probably should have articulated that

I were an instructor in skydiving, and there’s that

all that they should be a preacher. Or they may feel

more strongly for the students to accentuate their

moment when the person is standing in the bay of

like they want to be a minister, but preaching is

ability to sense the forms of prayer that are found

the airplane. They look down and sense the depths

not something they can see themselves doing. So

in the process of preparing a sermon. But as I age,

and their eyes widen, and then you, the instructor,

I have to start in a different place now. I start in a

that dimension of it is so important to me now. It’s

say, “GO!”  n

way of calling them to preach, not just instructing

almost like Augustine’s Confessions—the whole book

7/16/15 10:19 AM

Giving

Candler Connection | Summer 2015

Giving

CINDY BROWN 09T

Strengthening International Ties

fessor of Pastoral Care and Pastoral Theology Karen

International students from 13 countries currently

Scheib, who has served as faculty advisor to Emory’s

make up 8 percent of Candler’s enrollment, and

Korean Graduate Student Association for 15 years.

more than three-quarters of these students are from

The gift given by Dr. Lee 89T is in honor of the late

South Korea. This fall, Candler received two gifts

Fred Craddock, Bandy Professor of Preaching and

that will establish the first scholarship endowments
created specifically for South Korean students at the

Dean Jan Love notes that the Martin and Turner

for Community Engagement will be awarded to five

Academy, an annual event that brings 40 high

scholarships will help make it possible for students

incoming MDiv students who have received another

school students from across the nation and world to

to respond to God’s call to Christian ministry. “I am

Candler scholarship, demonstrate academic excel-

Emory University’s Atlanta campus for a three-week,

grateful to Kathelen and Dan Amos for investing in

lence, and possess a well-articulated commitment

intensive study of Christian theology and ministry.

Candler’s mission to educate faithful and creative
leaders for the church’s ministries throughout the

tion. Recipients will receive $5,000 annually for the

Beth Corrie, director of YTI and associate professor

duration of the three-year MDiv program, as well as

in the practice of youth education and peacebuilding,

priority in selecting their Contextual Education sites.

says the grant will enable intentional partnerships
between YTI and United Methodist congregations.

The Carpenter Scholarships affirm Candler’s

“Our hope is that youth who come to the Summer

commitment to support individuals who have the

Academy will be able to explore their sense of call,

passion and courage to pursue Christian ministry in

while also becoming better equipped as leaders in

community contexts, and to equip them to make a

the denomination.”

real difference in the real world.

world.”

Paying it Forward
On May 11, Candler conferred degrees on 138 new
graduates. We celebrate the hard work and faithfulness that went into their years here, as well as
the dedication they have already shown to future
generations of Candler students. Through the Senior
Class Gift campaign, 78 percent of the class of 2015

Responding to the Call    

made a gift to Candler, with 100 percent of the MTS

Candler is the beneficiary of a generous gift from the

class making a gift for the second year in a row. This

New Testament, Emeritus, in thanksgiving for Crad-

Amos family that will create two new endowments

is the highest participation rate in recorded history,

dock’s legacy of teaching homiletics at Candler.

to fund student scholarships for years to come. Both

trumping by two points the record previously held by

honor important figures in the life of Kathelen Van

the class of 2014. The campaign raised just over

Fostering Future Leaders

school. The Bishop Youngkag Kwon Scholarship
and the Dr. Haesuk Lee Scholarship will be awarded

As the first awards designated for South Korean

Blarcum Amos 79C, a member of Emory University’s

$9,000, with the majority going to student scholar-

beginning in the 2015-2016 academic year.

students, the Kwon and Lee scholarships symbol-

board of trustees. The Kathrin Trammel and Jesse

ships via the Theology School Fund for Excellence,

ize both Candler’s role in preparing leaders for the

Winford Martin Scholarship is named in honor of

the Erskine Smith Moseley Scholarship, and the MTS

her maternal grandparents. The William B. Turner

Scholarships Fund.

The gifts recognize abiding personal relationships

church’s ministries throughout the world and its

between the benefactors and two key figures at

commitment to international engagement. Candler

Candler. The gift given by Bishop Kwon, father of

is honored to receive these gifts as a sign of the deep

Candler Alumni Board member Guhyun Kwon 06T,

and enduring bonds of friendship.

honors the family’s relationship with Associate Pro-

Encouraging Community Ministry

Donors Dr. haesuk Lee and
Bishop Youngkag Kwon
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The funds will support Candler’s YTI Summer

to community engagement and social transforma-

LISA STONE

As Candler School of Theology
salutes its centennial class of 2015
and moves forward into a new
century, student scholarships
remain a top priority. During
the 2014-2015 academic year,
83 percent of all students and
93 percent of MDiv students
received a scholarship from
Candler. Your ongoing generosity
enables us to offer scholarships
to an ever-growing number of
students who will shape the future
of Candler, the church, and the
world. Thank you!

45

Beginning in fall 2015, the Carpenter Scholarship

YTI gives young people permission and
space to explore theological questions

CINDY BROWN 09T

44

For more than 20 years, Candler’s Youth Theological
Initiative (YTI) has offered young people the opportunity to wrestle with deep theological questions

Since the school’s founding, community engage-

in a supportive community of peers, facilitated by

ment and social transformation have been woven

Candler students and faculty. To help further this

into Candler’s culture and pedagogical commit-

important work, YTI has received a $100,000 grant

ments. Now these values have inspired the creation

from the United Methodist General Board of Higher

of a new scholarship, made possible by a $75,000

Education and Ministry’s Young Clergy Initiative, a

grant from the E. Rhodes and Leona B. Carpenter

program designed to increase the number of young

Foundation.

clergy in the denomination.

Scholarship honors Amos’s friend, mentor, and
former Sunday school teacher Bill Turner, an emeri-

Our newest alumni are already making their mark

tus Emory trustee who taught high school Sunday

to ensure that those who will walk Candler’s halls in

school for more than sixty years at St. Luke United

the years to come continue to have access to excel-

Methodist Church in Columbus, Georgia.

lent faculty, first-rate facilities, profound contextual
education, and enriching international engagement.

“Quite simply, when I think of my own faith journey,

May their support of Candler’s future inspire us all to

Kathrin Trammel and Jesse Winford Martin, along

action as we begin this second century with renewed

with William B. Turner, have been the greatest influ-

commitment to the students of tomorrow.

ences on my seeking a personal relationship with
Jesus Christ, and in modeling a life of surrender,
grace, and love,” Amos says.

—Mathew A. Pinson, Assistant Dean of
Development and Alumni Relations
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Class Notes

Class Notes
50s

Submit Your Class Notes!
Share what’s new and notable in your life with the rest of the Candler community.
We report class notes in Connection and in our monthly e-newsletters. Send us your
class notes and associated photographs via our online form:
http://candler.emory.edu/alumni/stay-connected/update-information.cfm.

80s

Tim Trent 81T has been appointed the new
district superintendent for the Pensacola
District of the Alabama-West Florida Conference of the UMC. He has served a number
of churches in the district, most recently as
senior pastor of Andalusia First UMC.
[02] Stephen M. Dodson 87T received the
2014 Malone Dodson Award from Wesley
Woods Senior Living. This award is given
annually to the clergy member of the North
Georgia Conference who best exemplifies
visionary and committed leadership with
respect to older adults. Dodson is pastor
of Peachtree City UMC and led the church
to increase by 146% its giving to the
annual Mother’s Day Offering that supports
Wesley Woods.
Sam Halverson 87T recently published One
Body: Integrating Teenagers into the Life of Your
Church, a resource for churches, church leaders, and youth ministry leaders. Halverson
has served as a youth minister in churches
for over 30 years and currently serves in the
North Georgia Conference
as an associate director of Connectional
Ministries. This is his eighth book.
John Thomas Maddox III 88T married Glendine Maddox on September 7, 2013. He has
recently published the book Follow the Mist
(Tate Publishing), about life-after-death
experiences.
Bonnie Joan Civitts 89T has released her
new book, There’s a Little Mud Left on My Skirt,
a book about healing and recovering from
abuse and violence.
Ezekiel Umo Ette 89T has been promoted to
department chair and program director in
the department of social work at Delaware
State University. He also recently released a
novel, Refuge in the Battlefield.
Miles Herbert Flanders 89T recently published The Perfect Gift, a collection of his
favorite Christmas articles.

[01] Gina Gilland Campbell 81T, canon

90s

Richard C. Looney 57T was named the 2014
Distinguished Evangelist of The United Methodist Church. The Foundation for Evangelism
presents the award annually to an individual
whose personal ministry in evangelism has
been recognized throughout the denomination. As a member of the Holston Annual
Conference, Looney served in appointments
in Georgia, Virginia, and Tennessee, pulpit
exchanges in England and Australia, and mission work in Peru, Liberia, and Sierra Leone.
In July of 1988, he was elected the first bishop
of the newly created South Georgia Episcopal
Area, where he served 12 years before retiring.
He then served as president and episcopal
director of The Foundation for Evangelism in
Lake Junaluska, North Carolina, where he is
now episcopal director emeritus.
Charles E. Cox 56C 59T was a semifinalist in
the Best First Novel category at the 50th Annual Georgia Author of the Year Awards for his
book The Ravenwood Trade.

70s
Jeffrey Jones 76T was appointed senior pastor
at North Bethesda United Methodist
Church in Bethesda, Maryland on July 1, 2014.
George Hovaness Donigian, Sr. 77T has
recently released his book, Three Prayers You’ll
Want to Pray, which reintroduces familiar
prayers in new and fresh ways.
Gary R. Gunderson 78T recently married Dr.
Teresa Cutts, an assistant research professor
at Wake Forest University School of Medicine.
Cecil Ernest Nivens 79T has recently released
Baker’s Dozen: 13 Insights from Highly Successful
Financial Advisors, a book that gives financial
advice from a biblical perspective.

precentor at the National Cathedral, on January 25 became the first United Methodist to
preside over Eucharist at the Cathedral, an act
made possible by the recent Interim Eucharistic Sharing Agreement between The United
Methodist Church and the Episcopal Church.
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Danny Andre Horne 91T has been appointed
as the new director of chaplaincy services for
the Georgia Department of Juvenile Justice.
Lake Lambert III 91T will become the 16th
president of Hanover College in Hanover,

Indiana, on July 1, 2015. Hanover College is a
nationally ranked liberal arts institution that
has core strengths in business, education
and the sciences. Lambert currently serves as
dean of the College of Liberal Arts at Mercer
University in Macon.
Ann Brookshire Sherer 91T was recently
named as Mars Hill University’s 2014 Alumna
of the Year.
SooChul Ko 92T is now president of Knocking Central Co., an organization focused on
suicide prevention.
Edward Lee Boye 94T recently released
Musings: A Reflection on Being, a book of
thoughts, poetry, and short stories.
Susan Laraine DeHoff 95T was ordained to
pastoral counseling ministry as a minister
of Word and Sacrament in the Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A.) on November 30, 2014.
Cory Smith 95T, district superintendent of
the Baypines District of the Alabama-West
Florida Conference, will become the conference’s director of Connectional Ministries
following the retirement of Neil McDavid.
Smith has served as the Baypines district
superintendent since 2011 and previously
served Woodland UMC in Montgomery and
Epworth UMC in Phenix City, Alabama.
Sue Haupert-Johnson 95T, district superintendent of the North Central District of the
Florida Conference of The United Methodist
Church, was the featured preacher on “Day
1,” the nationally broadcast ecumenical radio program, on November 23 and 30, 2014.
Deborah E. Lewis 96T and Stacey Simpson
Duke 96T both have essays featured in the
book There’s a Woman in the Pulpit: Christian
Clergywomen Share Their Hard Days, Holy
Moments, and the Healing Power of Humor
(Skylight Paths, 2015). Lewis is the director and
campus minister for the Wesley Foundation
at the University of Virginia. Duke is copastor of First Baptist Church in Ann Arbor,
Michigan, and also serves as campus minister for the University of Michigan’s American
Baptist Campus Foundation.
Stephen Elderbrock 97T became pastor
of First Presbyterian Church in Burnsville,
North Carolina, in January 2013.
Scott D. Landes 97T is now an assistant professor at the University of North Florida.

47

02
01

03
John Robert Moeller, Jr. 97T was recently
named to the inaugural board of directors of
Georgia Balance of State Continuum of Care.
The organization works to improve housing
and service options that can lead families
and individuals from homelessness to housing stability in the 152 counties served by the
Continuum.
J. Dean Phelps 97T is now serving as the
interim executive regional minister for the
Central Rocky Mountain Region of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).
Anna Nicole Davis-Hutto 99T was appointed
as the deputy director for the Southeast Region of the United States Fund for UNICEF.
Gordon David Van Namee 99T released
Discovering Your True Worth: Awakening New
Possibilities, on November 18, 2014. His book
takes readers on a journey towards finding
true worth, an enhanced personal identity,
growth, and healing.

04

Katharine Meacham Nintcheu 05T is now
the director of children and family ministries
at Old South Church in Boston, a United
Church of Christ congregation that dates
from 1669.
Young Won Kim 07T is now a professor of
theology at Berkeley Christian College &
Seminary.
Seung Woo Woo Lee 07T is now an adjunct
professor in Christian ethics at Fuller Theological Seminary.
Linda Elizabeth Otero 07T and Michael D.
Otero announce the birth of a baby girl,
Magdalena Sophia, born on September 15,
2014.
Cindy Brown 09T was ordained on April 25,
2015, at Oakhurst Baptist Church in Decatur,
Georgia.
George C. Payne 09T recently founded
Gandhi Earth Keepers International, an environmental justice organization devoted to

active nonviolence, including opportunities
for blogging, photojournalism, and social
media-based activism.
Theodore Thomas Turman 09T was appointed as the senior pastor at First Baptist
Church of Detroit on October 19, 2014.

10s
Jay Daniel Cooper 12T was recently appointed to serve as pastor of Bay Minette First
United Methodist Church, effective February
1, 2015.
[04] Susanna Haynes 12T has served as a
missionary in South Korea and the Philippines.
Mathew Hotho 14T is now the director of
adult discipleship at Hyde Park United Methodist Church, Tampa, Florida.
Dora Lynn Thomas 14T recently became
associate pastor of First UMC of Oviedo,
Florida.

00s
Aimée Eyer-Delevett 01T is the priest at All
Saints By-the-Sea Episcopal Church in Montecito, California.
Beth Sanders 02T, pastor of Second Avenue
United Methodist Church in Rome, Georgia,
was the featured preacher on “Day 1” on
November 9, 2014.
[03] William E. Flippin, Jr. 03T, pastor of
Emmanuel Lutheran Church in Atlanta, was
the featured preacher for “Day 1” on All
Saints’ Sunday, November 2, 2014.
Brita Reed 03T has worked for the Veteran’s
Administration for several years, and credits
her Candler education with preparing her to
be effective with veterans who have experienced moral injury during deployment.
Ki Jun Lee 04T is now a professor of theology
at Berkeley Christian College & Seminary.
Juan Huertas 05T was the featured preacher
on “Day 1” on May 3, 2015.

In Memoriam
S. Allen Balch, Jr. 46T
C. Douglas Mayo 47T
A. Ray Adams 48T
Edward Laney Davidson 48T
Charles W. Hancock 48T
Allen D. Montgomery 48T
Donald G. Chandler 50T
Virginia E. Proctor 50T
Charles O. Butler 52T
Omar R. Fink, Jr. 52T
Jamie G. Houston, Jr. 52T
Beth J. Conerly 53T
Joseph Joel Jones 53T
John Millsaps, Jr. 53T
Ashland D. Shaw 53T
Charles Hillis 51C 54T 67M
William Hubert Hurdle, Sr. 54T
George V. Puster 54T
Roger L. Branan, Jr. 55T

Eddie F. Roberts 55T
Chester Bolton, Jr. 56T
Morris C. Gaskins 56T
M. Gene Kirk 56T
Max E. Barlow 57T
Leo Burgess 57T
Rudolph McKinley 57T
M. Beecher Dunsmore 58T
Sam E. Yearby, Jr. 59T
David A. Lawrence 63T
James W. Thurman, Jr. 63T 84T
R. C. Warren 63T
Dewey W. Griffin 64T
James A. Starnes 64T
W. James Cowell 65T
Calvin Wayne Maas 66T
Billy A. Glover 67T
Joe E. Luther, Jr. 69T
Thomas Leon Precise 69T
C. Robert Allred 70T 73T

Kyle V. Overton 70T
Harvey H. Walters 70T
Julian Walton 70T
James L. Britton 71T
Charles J. Davis 73T
Bill H. Lassiter 73T
Guss J. Shelly 73T
Wallace B. Draper 74T
William Richard Burke 75T
George E. Shehee 77T
Jay R. Rogers 79T
Marcus Dawson Antley 80T
Robert W. Bresler 81T
Hazel C. Hetzel 87T
Jerry E. Sims 87T
Ernest Richard Babel 89T
Raymond C. Deese 90T
R. Clinton Pittman 95T
Christopher Edward Carlton 99T

7/16/15 10:19 AM

48

Candler Connection | Summer 2015

Benediction
Is Candler, Too, Among the
Prophets?
Brent A. Strawn, Professor of Old Testament and Director of the Doctor of Ministry Program

According to 1 Samuel 10, shortly after Saul is

with no one to collect the life insurance. The danger

aren’t prophets per se to act the part. So at those

anointed king of Israel, the spirit of God overcomes

involved in the prophetic task led many prophets

times and in those places that Candler has been

him and he is caught up in a prophetic frenzy. Just a

to object to their callings—to try to find an escape

prophetic, it is no doubt due to God’s empowering

few chapters later in 1 Samuel 19, despite his steady

clause even before their missions began, à la Moses.

Spirit. It is God, then, who deserves the credit for

decline in the face of David’s steady ascent, Saul

Speaking God’s truth to those in power, or proclaim-

Candler’s prophetic moments. And it is God who

again falls into a prophetic frenzy. This twice-told

ing God’s justice and righteousness in a world dead

deserves the credit for sustaining Candler and its

event led to the coining of a proverb: “Is Saul, too,

set against both, is no light affair. Those in power

moments of prophetic frenzy for more than 100 years.  

among the prophets?”

often have power over life and death: They can take
away life and deal out death. And if the world truly

One final remark: There were big prophets in an-

The proverb appears to register surprise at an un-

is dead set against God’s justice and righteousness,

cient Israel, like Amos and Isaiah, but also countless

usual phenomenon: The person in question, Saul,

then it may very well mete out death before taking

lesser-known ones, such as those who made up the

is not a prophet but is nevertheless acting like one.

those other options.

“band of prophets” alongside whom Saul proph-

How can this be? Is he other than what we thought
him to be? Is he a prophet, too?  

esied. These prophetic guilds—“groupies” or “roadThese harsh realities of the prophets’ lives warrant

ies” as it were—accompanied the superstar prophets

caution when considering Candler’s prophetic

and preserved their words for posterity. And they

The proverbial nature of the question also suggests

status. For one thing, the prophetic call is not

played a crucial role. It took guts to say what Amos

that it could be applied to others, not just Saul. If

something to run toward, but to run from! For

said, but it also took guts for a group of people to

so, and in light of Candler’s centennial theme, “The

another, prophets typically don’t last long enough

hear what he said, preserve it carefully, and pass it

Centennial in Story and Prophecy,” perhaps we

to celebrate centennials!

along faithfully for millennia. This is one more way

might ask if Candler, too, is among the prophets.

that Candler has been and continues to be counted
Even so, the proverb’s surprise over Saul, who isn’t

among the prophets: by listening to the prophetic

It is tempting to respond quickly with a resounding

a prophet, suddenly fitting the bill suggests that

word of God in Scripture and the world, preserv-

“yes!” Like Saul, Candler may not be a prophet in the

Candler, too, might also be prophetic. No, Candler

ing it carefully, and passing it along faithfully. That

mold of Amos or Isaiah, but surely Candler has acted

doesn’t run away from its vocation—quite to the con-

may not be the same as being Amos or Isaiah, but

prophetically at many times and in various ways

trary, Candler resolutely continues in its mission “to

it is no small matter, because without this kind of

during its first 100 years. And certainly Candler con-

educate faithful and creative leaders for the church’s

faithful reception and transmission there is no Amos

tinues to aspire to the prophetic tasks of speaking

ministries throughout the world.” And, yes, Candler

or Isaiah at all—their words would have been lost

God’s truth to those in power and seeking God’s justice

has enjoyed a very long life (at least in prophet-years).

forever. Listening for, treasuring, and proclaiming

and righteousness in a world dead set against both.

But Candler, like Saul, at times has been overcome

God’s message—these are the prophetic tasks of the

by God’s Spirit so as to act in prophetic ways.

faithful. These are the tasks Candler faces every day.

member that being a prophet in ancient Israel was a

That last detail is fundamental. According to 1

May God continue to sustain and enliven Candler

dangerous occupation. According to the first-century

Samuel, it is God’s Spirit that enables Saul to join

School of Theology with God’s Spirit for another

pseudepigraphical text The Lives of the Prophets, most

the prophetic ranks, even if only for a brief stint. It

century! Then Candler, too, will continue to be

of the prophets suffered cruel and untimely deaths

is only God and God’s power that permit those who

counted among God’s servants, the prophets.

“Listening for, treasuring, and proclaiming
God’s message—these are the prophetic tasks
of the faithful.”

But before we answer affirmatively, it pays to re-
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Candler School of Theology’s internationalized curriculum prepares students
to meet the global challenges of the 21st century. This spring, students
traveled to South America to observe pastoral care in the Brazilian context
at the Universidade Metodista de São Paulo. One of the group’s first stops:
the Tree of Wonder in the middle of campus, where they offered up thanks
to God for bringing them together in that moment. The tree’s roots are as
deep and wide as the branches above, reflective of the deeply rooted bonds

CARLTON MACKEY 05T

the students formed with each other and the people of São Paulo.
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Real International Engagement.
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