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Leadership Candler Application 
To Be Completed by the Leadership Candler Applicant
Candler School of Theology is grounded in the Christian faith and shaped by the Wesleyan tradition of 
evangelical piety, ecumenical openness, and social concern. Its mission is to educate—through scholarship, 
teaching, and service—faithful and creative leaders for the church’s ministries in the world.

Leadership Candler invites participation from a distinguished group of prospective Master of Divinity 
students from across the country and the world who are active leaders in a variety of settings. The event 
includes numerous activities that give insight to life and formation at Candler and provides an opportunity 
for participants to interview for Candler’s top MDiv scholarships. Robert W. Woodruff Fellowships in 
Theology and Ministry, Margaret A. Pitts Scholarships, Honors Scholarships, Sims Garrett Scholarships, 
and a number of United Methodist scholarships will be awarded through Leadership Candler. 

Those selected as Leadership Candler participants must demonstrate confident and unselfish character 
combined with a deep concern for others; intellectual achievement and impressive communication skills; 
significant leadership and creativity in school, church, or community; and a clear potential for enriching 
the lives of their seminary peers as well as their faith communities.

Essay Portion 
In approximately 1,200 words, interpret a movie or novel you believe to have particular theological 
significance. Using at least two intellectual resources, demonstrate how this cinematic or literary 
portrayal helps to clarify a theological claim. Intellectual resources could include but are not limited to 
readings/works from key classical and contemporary theologians, philosophers, social analysts/critics, 
or historians; scripture; or a piece of poetry, art, or music of intellectual relevance.

This essay should be attached to this Leadership Candler application form and submitted to:
 
Candler School of Theology | Emory University | Office of Admissions and Financial Aid
1531 Dickey Drive | Suite 301 | Atlanta | Georgia | 30322
candlerfinancialaid@emory.edu (email) | 404.727.2915 (fax)  

By signing below, I attest that I have read the conditions of the Leadership Candler program as outlined in 
the brochure and formally make application to participate in the program. I understand that the Leadership 
Candler application process is separate from the admission application process and that all admission 
materials (including transcripts, recommendations, and all other required materials) must be submitted 
and admission offered in order to be considered for Leadership Candler and the scholarships conveyed 
through Leadership Candler. I also understand that all required materials for both admission and the 
Leadership Candler application must be received by January 15. I understand that although electronic and 
fax copies will be accepted, hard copies must also be forwarded. I understand that the Office of Admission 
and Financial Aid accepts no responsibility for transmittal or other problems that delay receipt of materials. 
I authorize the release to the Leadership Candler selection committee appropriate information in support 
of my candidacy, including transcripts and recommendation, and I waive my right to the access that I might 
have by law. In addition to review by the Leadership Candler Selection Committee, I understand that my 
Leadership Candler application materials may be used in support of my candidacy for other scholarships 
for which I may be eligible. 

Signature of Leadership Candler Applicant	 Date
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Instructions
1. Apply for admission to the Master of Divinity Program at Candler School of Theology.

2. Complete this form.

3. �Attach an essay describing your call to ministry, plans for ordination as a deacon or elder in your particular annual 
conference, and plans for faithful and creative leadership to local congregations. Sherman Scholarship applicants 
should also include in the essay specific plans for ordination as an elder and biblically based, evangelical ministry as a 
pastor to local congregations in The United Methodist Church. Essays should be two to three pages typed and double 
spaced, and they should include your name and an indication of the scholarship(s) for which you are applying.

4. �Attach the completed District Superintendent Certification Form or ask your District Superintendent to 
complete and return the form to Candler.

5. �Applicants for the Sherman Scholarship must complete and submit the Sherman Scholarship Information 
Sheet.

6. �Return these materials to the Candler Office of Admissions and Financial Aid, Candler School of Theology, 
Emory University, 1531 Dickey Drive, Suite 301, Atlanta, Georgia 30322, fax to 404.727.2915, or email to 
candlerfinacialaid@emory.edu.*

7. �File the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA), the CSS/PROFILE, and submit tax documents by  
March 1.

*If sending by fax or email, please mail originals as well.

Please complete and sign the following application
I am applying for the following scholarship(s):

■	 Pitts (Due March 1) 
	 Full tuition, fees, and a stipend for students preparing for deacon’s or elder’s orders. Applicants for this scholarship must also apply to Leadership Candler.

■	 Frank (Review begins March 1) 
	� Full tuition for Kansas East, Kansas West, or Missouri Conference students preparing for ministry to local congregations.

■	 McDonald (Review begins March 1) 
	� Full tuition for Mississippi Conference students preparing for deacon’s or elder’s orders and ministry to local congregations.

■	 Quenelle (Review begins March 1) 
	 Full tuition for Holston Conference students preparing for ministry as pastors of local congregations.

■	 Wesley (Review begins March 1) 
	� Full tuition for students preparing for pastoral ministry.

■	 Hardin (Review begins March 1) 
	 Full tuition for North Alabama Conference students preparing for ministry to local congregations.

■	 Sherman (Review begins March 1) 
	� Full tuition for students preparing for biblically based, evangelical parish ministry as pastors of local congregations.

Last Name	 First	 Middle

Street Address

City	 State	 Zip code

Phone Number	 Email Address

Annual Conference		  District
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Previous Educational Background

Name of Institution		  Degree			   Date of Graduation			 

Name of Institution		  Degree			   Date of Graduation			 

Name of Institution		  Degree			   Date of Graduation	

Candidacy status
�I am in the following stage of the candidacy process:

■	 Inquiring Candidate	 ■	 Declared Candidate

■	 Exploring Candidate	 ■	 Certified Candidate

■	 Other; please explain: 	

Name and address of pastor/local church (Indicate your sponsoring charge conference)

	 (           )
	 Telephone Number

Name and address of district superintendent

	 (           )
	 Telephone Number

Name and address of Conference Board of Ordained Ministry representative for the Ministerial Education Fund

	 (           )
	 Telephone Number

I understand that the information in this application and my admission file will be made available to the 
Scholarship Committee for its consideration.

Date	 Signature	

Please return this application to the Candler Office of Admissions and Financial Aid, Candler School of Theology,  
Emory University, 1531 Dickey Drive, Suite 301, Atlanta, Georgia 30322, or fax to 404.727.2915. If sending by 
fax, please mail originals as well.

District Superintendent Certification Form 

United Methodist Scholarships  
District Superintendent Certification Form
(Required for students applying for Pitts, Hardin, Quenelle, Sherman, Frank, McDonald, and/or Wesley Scholarships)

This document confirms that 
	 Name of Student

is in the following stage of the candidacy process:

	 ■ Inquiring Candidate

	 ■ Exploring Candidate

	 ■ Declared Candidate

	 ■ Certified Candidate

	 ■ Other; please explain below:

Comments:

Signature	D ate

name (Please print or type)

Title

Address

City/State/Zip code

Phone

EMail

Please return this form to the Candler Office of Admissions and Financial Aid, Candler School of Theology, Emory 
University, 1531 Dickey Drive, Suite 301, Atlanta GA 30322, or fax to 404.727.2915. If sending by fax, please mail 
original as well.
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Previous Educational Background

Name of Institution		  Degree			   Date of Graduation			 

Name of Institution		  Degree			   Date of Graduation			 

Name of Institution		  Degree			   Date of Graduation	

Candidacy status
�I am in the following stage of the candidacy process:

■	 Inquiring Candidate	 ■	 Declared Candidate

■	 Exploring Candidate	 ■	 Certified Candidate

■	 Other; please explain: 	

Name and address of pastor/local church (Indicate your sponsoring charge conference)

	 (           )
	 Telephone Number

Name and address of district superintendent

	 (           )
	 Telephone Number

Name and address of Conference Board of Ordained Ministry representative for the Ministerial Education Fund

	 (           )
	 Telephone Number

I understand that the information in this application and my admission file will be made available to the 
Scholarship Committee for its consideration.

Date	 Signature	

Please return this application to the Candler Office of Admissions and Financial Aid, Candler School of Theology,  
Emory University, 1531 Dickey Drive, Suite 301, Atlanta, Georgia 30322, or fax to 404.727.2915. If sending by 
fax, please mail originals as well.

District Superintendent Certification Form 

United Methodist Scholarships  
District Superintendent Certification Form
(Required for students applying for Pitts, Hardin, Quenelle, Sherman, Frank, McDonald, and/or Wesley Scholarships)

This document confirms that 
	 Name of Student

is in the following stage of the candidacy process:

	 ■ Inquiring Candidate

	 ■ Exploring Candidate

	 ■ Declared Candidate

	 ■ Certified Candidate

	 ■ Other; please explain below:

Comments:

Signature	D ate

name (Please print or type)

Title

Address

City/State/Zip code

Phone

EMail

Please return this form to the Candler Office of Admissions and Financial Aid, Candler School of Theology, Emory 
University, 1531 Dickey Drive, Suite 301, Atlanta GA 30322, or fax to 404.727.2915. If sending by fax, please mail 
original as well.



Sherman Scholarship Information Sheet

Please complete the following information:

Last Name	 First		  Middle

Street Address

City	 State		  Zip code

Phone Number	 Email Address

Degree program			   Enrollment Year 

predominant racial/ethnic background			a   ge 

Denominational Information: 

Annual Conference 		  District 

Local Church 		  Pastor 

Church Mailing Address	  				   Email Address (church or pastor)

Ordination Track 	 ■ elder 	 ■ deacon (not eligible for Sherman)

Vocational Intent 	 ■ parish ministry 	 ■ other 

Candidacy Status 	 ■ inquiring  ■ exploring 	 ■ declared ■ certified ■ other 

Licensed Local Pastor? 	 ■ Yes ■ No   If yes, for how long have you been a LLP? 

Colleges/Universities Attended

name			dates   attended	de gree		cum   gpa

name			dates   attended	de gree		cum   gpa

name			dates   attended	de gree		cum   gpa

name			dates   attended	de gree		cum   gpa

name			dates   attended	de gree		cum   gpa

■ Application for MDiv program completed

■ Complete FAFSA and CSS profile

■ Complete United Methodist Scholarship Application

■ attach essay describing call to ministry with specific plans for ordination

■ attach completed district superintendent certification form

Please return this form to the Candler Office of Admissions and Financial Aid, Candler School of Theology, Emory 
University, 1531 Dickey Drive, Suite 301, Atlanta GA 30322, or fax to 404.727.2915. If sending by fax, please mail 
original as well.

Sherman Scholarship


